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Introduction 
 
 

his history spans seven generations of the Whitney family. It begins with John 
Whitney, who emigrated from England to Watertown, Massachusetts, in 1635. In 
Watertown he was a leading citizen, serving as selectman and constable. His son, 

John Whitney, also served as a selectman and a soldier in King Philip’s War (1675). 
Nathaniel Whitney, his son, lived the early years of his life in Watertown before moving 
to Weston, Massachusetts, as early as 1694. His son, Samuel Whitney, was born in Weston, 
but moved to Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, about 1743, where he lived the rest of his life. 
Samuel’s son, Eliphalet Whitney, lived in Shrewsbury until his marriage in 1776, when 
he moved to Marlboro, Vermont. He served as a soldier in the Revolutionary War. Later, 
he moved to Morristown, Vermont, where he died at the age of seventy-five in 1832. His 
daughter, Relief Whitney, married Dr. Ralph Tinker and moved from Morristown to 
Hardin County, Kentucky, in 1816. About 1830 they moved to Bowling Green, Missouri, 
where Relief died in 1861. (Many allied families are also recorded in this history.)                        
 
The first part of this account concentrates on my direct-line ancestry, with the history of 
more distant relatives being in the latter additions. The narrative is straight forward and 
rarely explains the historical setting in which events transpired.   
 
The Whitney Family is 110 pages long, has 25,455 words, 240 photographs and 10 maps. 
One of the things that I enjoyed most about compiling this account was visiting family 
sites and personally taking many of these photographs.  
 
I chose a non-traditional way of showing the change in generations by stating the direct-
line relationship of each individual to me, Richard T. Martin. For example: John Whitney 
is given as my Tenth Great-Grandfather, and his son, John Whitney, is shown as my 
Ninth Great-Grandfather. This makes it clear when a generation has changed, but could 
be bothersome to non-related researchers. Older relatives will probably need to subtract a  
generation, while younger generations will need to add a generation or two so that John 
Whitney becomes their Eleventh or Twelfth Great-Grandfather. Of course with the pass-
ing of years more generations will need to be added.    
    
The Whitney Family is one of thirty-two histories that I have written over the past twenty 
years. The other histories are The Ashbrook, Barker, Beeson, Bond, Bowles, Bratton, 
Buckingham, Capps, Cocke, Farrar, Fulk, Hastings, Houghton, Huntington, Jefferson, 
Massey, Mattix, Morgan, Nisbett, Onyett, Phillips, Rogers, Sharp, Sidenbender, Smith  
(2), Tinker, and Van Gundy Family. These books are also compiled with other infor-
mation in two encyclopedic publications entitled My Father’s House and Worthy to 
Remember. During this time I also wrote a history about my stepfather’s ancestors, the 
Crocker family, which is entitled Seasons to Remember.   
 
 

Remembering or honoring the dead is not new to man’s history. The most notable ex-
amples are the monuments in Egypt. The Romans are known to have venerated the 
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memory of their noble ancestors. A thousand years ago the sons of Viking rulers placed 
rune stones over their father’s burials. However, most of these monuments are now gone. 
Even more recently erected gravestones have not endured, having crumbled or eroded 
away. For example, in the Ancient Burying Ground in Hartford, Connecticut (the city’s 
oldest cemetery), only 415 monuments remain of the original 6,000 burials. Most of our 
ancestor’s homes vanished long ago, and many church and civil records are gone. Few 
persons, even among the wealthy, wrote personal histories and fewer yet survive to this 
day. Usually the best we can hope for is a few pieces of information about their lives and 
the circumstances in which they lived.            
 

Since most of man’s history has been lost, it is good to do what we can to record, remem-
ber, and appreciate “the old ones.” This record is my attempt to preserve through photo-
graphs and the written word some of the history of my ancestors.  
 

(A note to the LDS reader: Everyone named in this history has had their ordinance work 
completed with only a few exceptions—see 110 year rule.)   

 



 
 
 
 
 

*Descent of John Whitney to Patricia Bowles: John Whitney 10GG; John Whitney, 9GG; 
Nathaniel Whitney, 8GG; Nathaniel Whitney, 7GG; Samuel Whitney, 6GG; Eliphalet Whit-
ney, 5GG; Relief Whitney, 4GG; Elizabeth Tinker, 3GG; Mary Phillips, 2GG; Jessie Smith, 
Great-Grandmother; Frances Massey, Grandmother; Patricia Bowles, Mother. 
 

The Whitney Family 
 

A history of John Whitney, Tenth Great-Grandfather, who emigrated from England to Wa-
tertown, Massachusetts, in 1635, to Relief Whitney, Fourth Great-Grandmother, who married 
Ralph Tinker in 1803. An account of the Robert Reynolds family of Boston, Massachusetts, 
and the Hagar and Bemis families of Watertown, Massachusetts. A chronology of William 
Robinson, Eighth Great-Grandfather, to Mary Robinson, Seventh Great-Grandmother, wife 
of Nathaniel Whitney. A history of Elizabeth Cutter, Tenth Great-Grandmother, to Elizabeth 
Cutter, Eighth Great-Grandmother, who married William Robinson in 1667.  

 
ohn Whitney* (10th Great-Grandfather; 1589-1673) registered as a passenger on the 
ship, Elizabeth and Ann, early in April 1635. He was accompanied on this voyage 
by his wife, Eleanor (10th Great-Grandmother; about 1599-1659), and sons John, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard, Nathaniel, Thomas and Jonathan. They 
landed a few weeks later in New England and  
 
 
 

J

Above: Gravestone of Joshua Whitney (9th Great-Grand-
uncle; 1635-1719) in Groton, Massachusetts, which is 
one of the oldest Whitney gravestone remaining in 
America. Joshua was the son of John Whitney, the 
immigrant (10th Great-Grandfather). Top left: Rebecca 
Martin (age 17), 10th Great-Grandniece of Joshua 
Whitney, in March 2013. Left: Groton Cemetery.  
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Top: Signature of John Whitney 
(10th Great-Grandfather). Above 
left: 1930 Massachusetts state his-
torical sign in Groton. Above 
right: Groton Town Hall, built in 
the 1850s. Right: Gravestone of 
Jonathan Whitney (1659-1735) in 
South Burying Place at Concord, 
Massachusetts, Jonathan was the 
son of Jonathan Whitney (9th 
Great-Granduncle; c. 1634-1703). 

soon settled in Watertown, Massachusetts. In June 1635 John bought the sixteen-acre 
homestead of John Strickland on what is now Belmont and East Common streets in 

Watertown. At the same 
time he owned eight 
other lots amounting 
to 212 acres. One his-
tory of Watertown 
says that his homestead 
was located on Lexing-
ton Street. (Great Little 
Watertown, page 136.)  
The English ancestry 
of John Whitney is 
unknown.  
 
John Whitney was one 
of the foremost citizens 
of Watertown for many 
years. He was admitted 
                                                                                      

a freeman in 1635/1636 and ap-
pointed constable in 1641. From 
1638 until 1655 he was a se-
lectman, and he was the town 
clerk in 1655. His wife, Eleanor, 
died in 1659. Later in the same 
year he married Judith Clement.   
 
John and Eleanor were the par-
ents of nine children: Mary Whit-
ney (chr. 1619), John Whitney 
(chr. 1621-1692), Richard Whitney 
(chr. 1624), Nathaniel Whitney 
(1625), Thomas Whitney (chr. 
1627-1719), Jonathan Whitney 
(1634-1702), Joshua Whitney (1635-1719), Caleb Whitney (1640-1640) and Benjamin 
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Top: Minuteman Bridge in Concord, Massachusetts, in 2000. Above: Residences of the Whit-
ney, Reynolds, Hagar, Bemis, Robinson and Cutter families in eastern Massachusetts. Map 
courtesy of Rand McNally and Company, Copyright  2003.   

 

Whitney (1643-1723). Their seven oldest children were born in England. Caleb and 
Benjamin were born in Watertown, Massachusetts.   
 
Richard Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; born 1624/1627) was admitted a freeman in 
1651 and was a proprietor of Stow, Massachusetts, in 1681. He probably moved there 
when it was a part of Concord. 
He had at least eight children, all 
born in Watertown, Massachu-
setts. A statement dated April 7, 
1697, reads, “Richard Whitney of 
Stow, being 70 years of age, was 
released from training, by the 
Court.” Richard’s son, Moses Whit-
ney of Stow, served as a soldier 
in King Phillip’s War in 1676.   
 
Thomas Whitney (9th Great-
Granduncle; 1627-1719) lived 

for many years in Watertown, Massachusetts, before moving to Stow, Massachusetts. He 
was admitted a freeman in 1690. In 1654 he married Mary Kettle in Watertown and they 
had eleven children.   
  
Jonathan Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1634-1702) moved from Watertown, 
Massachusetts, to Sherburne, Massachusetts, as early as 1679. He had eleven children, 
all born in Watertown.  
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Above: Home where 
Benjamin Franklin 
was born (no longer 
standing), which 
was located behind 
Robert Reynolds’ (10th 
Great-Grandfather) 
lot in Boston.   

Joshua Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1635-1719) moved to Groton, Massachusetts, 
and became one of the earliest settlers of that town. In 1676, he returned to Watertown 
after Groton was attacked and destroyed by Indians during King Phillip’s War. Later he 
returned to Groton, where he lived the rest of his life. Joshua was buried in The Old 
Burying Ground in Groton. His gravestone is the eighth oldest in the cemetery. The 
inscription on his gravestone reads: “Here Lyes the / Body of Mr. / Joshua Whitney, / 
Aged 83 Years, / Decd. August. 7th 1719.” 
 
Joshua’s gravestone is the oldest Whitney gravestone remaining in America. My brother and 
I made a special trip to see his grave in 1999. It is still standing and in excellent condition. 
   
Benjamin Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1643-1723) first settled in York, Massa-
chusetts, but his father persuaded him to leave York and settle with him on his home-
stead in Watertown. His father promised him his house, barn and seventeen acres around 
the house, but with the consent of his father, he sold this inheritance for 40 pounds. 
Subsequently, he moved to Sherburne, Massachusetts, where his wife, Jane, died in 1690.   
 

John Whitney, Ninth Great-Grandfather 
 
John Whitney (9th Great-Grandfather; 1620-1692) emigrated from England to Water-
town, Massachusetts, with his father in 1635. He lived all of his life in Watertown and 
was admitted a freeman in 1647, at the age of twenty-seven. 
From 1673 until 1680 he was a selectman for the town, and in 
1676, served as a soldier in King Phillip’s War. In 1643 he set-
tled on a three-acre lot originally granted to E. Howl, located on 
the east side of Lexington Street near the north fire station.     
 
“A great elm tree on the boundary near Lexington Street was 
referred to for years as the Whitney elm. John Whitney and his 
son John, Jr., were early emigrant settlers. John, Jr. lived close 
enough to his father to see the smoke from the chimneys of his 
father’s home over the trees from his own house. The Whitney’s 
cleared the land and planted fruit trees, from which came the 
name of Orchard Street” (Crossroads on the Charles, A History 
of Watertown, Massachusetts, page 78, by Maud Hodges). 
 
He also owned other land amounting to 210 acres and had an 
estate prized at 197 pounds at the time of his death in 1692. “The 
Whitney farm was inhabited by family members throughout eight generations begin-
ning with John Whitney, who had first settled on the site on Lexington Street.”   
 
In 1642 John married Ruth Reynolds (9th Great-Grandmother), daughter of Robert 
Reynolds (10th Great-Grandfather; died 1658) of Boston, and they had ten children: John 
Whitney (1643-1718), Ruth Whitney (1645-1744), Nathaniel Whitney (1646-1732), 
Samuel Whitney (1648-1730), Mary Whitney (1650), Joseph Whitney (1651-1702), 
Sarah Whitney (1653-1720), Elizabeth Whitney (1656), Hannah Whitney (about 
1658) and Benjamin Whitney (1660-1736). All of their children were born in Watertown.    
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Top: Gravestone of Joseph Whitney (1719-1790; 
Grandson of Joseph Whitney, 8th Great-Grand-
uncle) in Weston, Massachusetts. Right: Robert 
Reynolds (10th Great-Grandfather) was born in 
Aylesford, Kent, England, in 1585. Maps courtesy 
of Philip’s, Copyright  2003.   

John Whitney (8th Great- 
Granduncle; 1642-1718) was 
admitted a freeman in 1684. 
 
Ruth Whitney (8th Great- 
Grandaunt; 1645-1744) lived 
to be 99 years old. She mar-
ried John Shattuck (9th Great-
Granduncle; 1647-1675) in 
1664, and they had four chil-
dren, but John drowned in 
1675. After her husband’s 
death, she married Enoch 
Lawrence and had four more 
children. “Her descendants 
are very numerous."   
 
Benjamin Whitney (8th Great- 
Granduncle; 1660-1736) “fought 
the French in 1690.” 
 

The Reynolds 
Family 

 

Robert Reynolds, 
Tenth Great    
Grandfather 

In 1632 Robert Reynolds (10th Great-Grandfather; 1585-1659) sailed from Aylesford, 
England, to Boston, Massachusetts.   
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“He was admitted a freeman, September 3, 1634, and must have been a member of the 
church at that time. By trade he was a shoemaker. He removed to Wethersfield, Con-

necticut, after a brief residence at 
Watertown, Massachusetts. His 
brother, John, also went with him 
to Wethersfield. He was released 
from the Watertown church, March 
29, 1636, to become one of the 

founders of the Wethersfield church. But he returned to Boston and lived there until his 

  

Top: Aylesford, England: “Has a fine river frontage, a 
fourteenth century bridge, and a lovely inn” (England 
Blue Guide, page 90). “The first battle of the English 
race” took place here (Canterbury and Kent). Robert 
Reynolds (10th Great-Grandfather) was born in Ayles-
ford, in 1585. He sailed from Aylesford to Boston, 
Massachusetts, in 1632. Above: Michael (age 13) and 
Rebecca Martin (age 7), direct-descendants of Robert 
Reynolds, standing on the ancient bridge at Ayles-
ford in March 2003. Right: Aylesford Parish Church.   
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Top left: View of Aylesford, Eng-
land, from the parish church. 
Middle left: Row of houses/stores 
in Aylesford. Left: Farmer’s 
Burying Ground, the oldest cem-
etery in Weston, Massachusetts, 
where Nathaniel Whitney (8th 
Great-Grandfather; 1646-1732) is 
probably buried, but there is no 
gravestone.   

death. He sold land at Muddy River, now Brookline, Massachusetts, in 1645 and 1653. 
His wife, Mary, was admitted to the Boston church on October 4, 1645.”  
 

“The homestead of Robert Rey-
nolds in Boston was located at 
what is now the corner of Wash-
ington and Franklin Streets. 
Franklin was named for Ben-
jamin Franklin who was born in 
the Franklin house built on the 
rear of the Reynolds’ lot. The 
site of the Reynolds’ house is now 
occupied by the Boston Tran-
script building” (New England 
Families, by Cutter, page 888).    
 
In 1643 Robert was registered 
as a landholder in Boston. There 
were about two hundred land-
holders in Boston that year. 

Robert and his wife, Mary Pul-
leyne (10th Great-Grandmother; 
about 1600-1663), were the 

parents of five children: Ruth Reynolds (about 1624), Tibitha Reynolds (1625-1661), 
Capt. Nathaniel Reynolds (1627-1708), Sarah Reynolds (1629-1684/1706) and Mary 
Reynolds (1630). All of their children were born in England, possibly at Aylesford in 
Kent County.  
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Above: The home of William 
Whitney (7th Great-Grand-
uncle; 1683-1720) in Weston, 
Massachusetts. The home 
was built about 1707 and was 
known as the Whitney Tav-
ern for many years. It is one 
of the oldest homes in Mass-
achusetts. Right: Weston 
Town Hall Common; 1995.  

Robert and Mary both died and were buried in Boston. Robert’s will was proved on 
July 27, 1659. 
 

 

Captain Nathaniel Reynolds 
(9th Great-Granduncle; 1627-
1708) served in King Philip’s 
War and fought at the Battle 
of Chelmsford on February 
25, 1676. He was admitted a freeman in 1665. In 1680 he moved to Bristol, Rhode 
Island, and became a leading citizen of that town. He was the father of ten children 
and died at Bristol on July 10, 1708.   
 
Five of Nathaniel’s great-great-grandsons: Samuel Reynolds, Grindall Reynolds, John 
Reynolds, Edward Reynolds, and William Reynolds, took part in the famous Boston 
Tea Party.     
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This page: Different views of the home of 
William Whitney (7th Great-Granduncle) in 
Weston, Massachusetts. Top left: Land behind 
his house. Middle right: 250th Anniversary Seal 
honoring the Whitney home. Below: The house 
is at 171 North Avenue and borders Whitney 
Tavern Road.      

  

  

Nathaniel Whitney, Eighth Great-Grandfather 
 

Nathaniel Whitney (8th Great-Grandfather; 1646-1732) lived the early years of his 
life in Watertown, Massachusetts. He moved to Weston, Massachusetts, as early as  

1694, where he lived 
in the West Precinct.   
 
Nathaniel married 
Sarah Hagar (8th 
Great-Grandmother; 
1651-1746) and they had eight children: Na-
thaniel Whitney (1675-1730), Sarah Whitney (1678), William Whitney (1683-1720), 
Samuel Whitney (1687-1753), Hannah Whitney (1688), Elizabeth Whitney (1692), 
Grace Whitney (1700-1719) and Mercy Whitney (1702). All of their children were born 
in Watertown, except Grace and Mercy, who were probably born in Weston.     
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Top and middle: Old Bury-
ing Place in Watertown, 
Massachusetts; 2002. Wil-
liam Hagar (9t h  Great- 
Grandfather; 1620-1683), 
Nathaniel Whitney (7th Great-
Grandfather; 1675-1730), 
Bethia Cutter (1659-1731), 
wife of Ephraim Cutter (8th 
Great-Granduncle), and 
three of their children (Jon-
athan, Abigail, and Mary 
Cutter), Samuel Hager (8th 
Great-Granduncle; 1647-
1704), and Joseph Bemis 
(9th Great-Granduncle; 
1619-1684) are buried here.  
Lower left: Sign reads: 
“The / Old Burying Place / 
of Watertown. / Here Lye 
Ancestors of / Many Dis-
tinguished Americans. / A-
mong them those of Pres-
idents / James A. Garfield 
and Calvin Coolidge.”   

The exact location of Nathaniel’s home is not known, but his son, William Whitney 
(1683-1720), bought a farm and built a comfortable house in Weston on North Main 

Avenue (Road 117). The home 
“is now known as the Whitney 
Tavern.” According to Weston, 
A Puritan Town, by Emma F. 
Ripley, pages 252-255, pub-
lished 1961, the house has “al-
ways been known as ancient.” 
 
“The quaint and simple front 
entrance gives no idea of the  

 

size of the rooms within. The hall is narrow so that the door swings back to give ready 
access to the large square room at the left, the taproom; there is also a door on the west 
side opening into this very important part of a wayside tavern. In all these rooms on the 
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Above: Another view of the Old Burying Place in Water-
town; 2013. Here, or across the street, in an unmarked 
grave, lay the remains of John Whitney (10th Great-Grand-
father; 1589-1673) and his son, John Whitney (9th Great-
Grandfather; 1620-1692). 

first floor, one at the right of the entrance and the long kitchen under the lean-to roof at 
the back, the walls are sheathed with pine paneling, lovely in grain and in color.”   
 
“Ceilings are low; floorboards are wide and fireplaces large; two have cranes with pot-
hooks and hangers. Floor and wall closets on either side of the fireplaces are convenient 
as well as space conserving. The front stairway with carved pedestal and balustrade is 
curved to follow the line of the large central chimney and leads to rooms that are also 
pine paneled. The front door is topped with ancient window lights.”  
 
“This interesting old house was 
the Whitney homestead for gen-
erations, and as a rule the fam-
ilies were large.”   
 
After William Whitney died the 
home was owned by William 
Whitney, Jr. (1707-1789) and 
Abijah Whitney (1760-1862). 
When Abijah died in 1862, the 
Whitney heirs sold the farm 
and the “ancient hostelry” out-
side the family.    
 
I visited the Whitney home for 
the first time in 1999. The 
home is in good condition and 
being maintained by the present 
owners. William Whitney’s 
ancient home is located at the 
corner of Whitney Tavern 
Road and Highway 117, about two miles northeast of Weston Town Hall Common.   

 

The Hagar Family 
 

William Hagar, Ninth Great-Grandfather 
 
Sarah Hagar (8th Great-Grandmother) was the daughter of William Hagar (9th Great- 
Grandfather; about 1620-1684). William emigrated from England to Watertown, Mas-
sachusetts. In 1645 he married Mary Bemis (9th Great-Grandmother; about 1624-
1695) at Watertown, the daughter of John Bemis and Anne Spray (10th Great-Grand-
parents). William and Mary Bemis Hagar are ancestors of President Calvin Coolidge.    
 
William and Mary were the parents of ten children, all born in Watertown: Mary Hagar 
(1645), Rubannah Hagar (1647), Samuel Hagar (twin) (1647-1704), Hannah Hagar (1649-1702), 
Sarah Hagar (1651-1746), Susannah Hagar (about 1653), William Hagar (1658-1731), Re-
becca Hagar (1661-1735), Abigail Hagar (about 1663) and Mehitable Hagar (about 1665-1691). 
 
Samuel Hagar (8th Great-Granduncle; 1647-1704) was a twin. He was admitted a  
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Top left: Dedham Parish Church. Top right and 
left: Interior of Dedham Parish Church. Above:  
Town of Dedham, one of the most pleasant in 
England; April 2004. John Bemis resided in Ded-
ham before immigrating to Massachusetts. John 
probably attended church here.    

freeman in 1690, and lived all of his life in Watertown, Massachusetts. His wife, 
Sarah, lived to a great old age, dying in 1745 
in Waltham, Massachusetts. They had four chil-
dren.  
 

The Bemis Family 
 

John Bemis, Tenth  
Great-Grandfather 

 
John Bemis (10th Great-Grandfather) was born 
in Dedham, England, about 1595. He immigrated   

 

to Watertown, Massachusetts, with his wife, 
Anne Spray (10th Great-Grandmother; born about 1597). They were the parents of at 
least two children: Joseph Bemis (1619-1684) and Mary Bemis (about 1624-1695).  
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Joseph Bemis (9th Great-Granduncle; 1619-1684) emigrated from England to Water-
town, Massachusetts, as early as 1640. He was accompanied by his sister, Mary Bemis 
(9th Great-Grandmother). Joseph was a selectman of Watertown in 1648, 1672 and 1675. 
By trade he was a black-
smith and a farmer. He had 
ten children, all born in 
Watertown, where he lived 
the rest of his life. Joseph 
Bemis is the immigrant an-
cestor of the Bemis family. 
 

Nathaniel 
Whitney, Seventh 

Great- 
Grandfather 

 
Nathaniel Whitney (7th 
Great-Grandfather; 1675-
1730) was born in Water-
town, Massachusetts, but 
lived many years of his life 
in Weston before returning 
to Watertown, where he died.   
 
He married Mary or Mercy 
Robinson (7th Great-Grand-
mother; 1676-1740) and 
they had thirteen children: 
Nathaniel Whitney (1696-
1776), Sarah Whitney (1698), 
Amos Whitney (1701), Eliz-
abeth Whitney (1702), Jo-
nas Whitney (1703-1703), 
James Whitney (1704), Israel 
Whitney (about 1708-1746), 
Susanna Whitney (chr. 1711), Samuel Whitney (chr. 1711-1788), Solomon Whitney (1714), 
Joshua Whitney (1714-1786), Ebenezer Whitney (chr. 1714-1743) and David Whitney (1716).   
 
Their oldest child, Nathaniel Whitney, III (6th Great-Granduncle; 1696-1776), was the 
grandfather of Eli Whitney the inventor of the cotton gin. The Arkansas Democrat 
printed a story about Eli Whitney in the 1960s. 
 
“Eli Whitney, the son of Eli Whitney, who was the son of Nathaniel Whitney, was born 
in 1765. A short time after Eli graduated from Yale College in 1792, he went south 
hoping to serve as a tutor for children in the home of a rich planter. When he arrived in 

  

 

Top right and above: Half-timbered home and inn in Dedham, 
England, in April 2004.    
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Georgia, he found that the place had been filled. Learning about the misfortune that 
had come to Whitney, a Southern woman gave him shelter on her plantation. She was 

Mrs. Nathaniel Greene, widow of the 
famous American general. In return 
for his food and lodging, Whitney per-
formed odd jobs on the plantation. One 
day some neighbors were chatting with 
Mrs. Greene and one of them said, ‘We 

could grow a lot of fine cotton and make money if it were not so hard to take out the 
seeds by hand labor.’ Mrs. Greene said, ‘Mr. Whitney is clever about machines. He could 
make a machine to take the seeds out.’”  

 
“That remark started the 
young New Englander to 
work. In less than two weeks 
he built a machine, which was 
chiefly a cylinder with metal 
‘teeth.’ It turned with a hand-
crank and the teeth caught hold 
of the cotton. The cotton was 
pulled through spaces that 
were too small to allow the 
seeds to pass. The machine 
was called a ‘cotton gin.’ The 
‘gin’ part of the name was 
short for ‘engine.’ Planters 
were quick to put the cotton 
gin to use. In two years the 
cotton crop was more than 
doubled.”  
 
“Within ten years the crop had 
increased to twenty times its 
former size.” Demand for slaves 
also increased. (Arkansas Democrat, “Yale Graduate Invented Gin,” printed in 1960s.) 

 

Top: Dedham, England. Map courtesy of Philip’s. Above: 
Gravestone of Sarah, wife of Samuel Robinson (7th Great-
Granduncle), in Cambridge’s Old Burying Ground across 
from Harvard University. The inscription reads: “Here 
Lyes ye Body / of Sarah Robbinson / wife of Samuel / Rob-
binson Aged 27 / Years 10 months & 27 / Dayes & died July 
ye / 19th 1709.” 
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Above left: Eli Whitney’s (Cousin) grave in New Haven, Con-
necticut, next to Yale University. Above right: Portrait of Eli 
Whitney. Left: Katherine Greene, widow of General Nathan-
iel Greene. While Eli Whitney was staying with her, she en-
couraged him to make a cotton machine. The cotton gin that 
he invented made raising cotton profitable, but unfortunately 
increased slavery in the south.      

Nathaniel Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; 1696-1776) moved to Westboro, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts. 
 

Elizabeth Whitney (6th Great-Grandaunt; born 1702) was 
admitted into the church in 1727. She married Daniel 
Biglow and moved to Worcester, Massachusetts. (See 
Notes) 
 

Israel Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; about 1708-1746) was a cordwainer by trade. He 
first moved to Thompson, Connecticut, before moving to Oxford, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, in 1733. He bought land at Kidder’s and later in 1742 exchanged his farm 
for Prospect Hill. He was the administrator for his brother’s (Dr. Ebenezer Whitney of 
Worcester) estate when he died in 1744. Israel was a soldier in the Cape Breton Ex-
pedition in 1745. At the time of his death he was still due 42 pounds for his military 
service. The inventory of his estate came to 655 pounds. (History of the Town of Oxford, 
Massachusetts, with Genealogies and Notes on Persons and Estates, by George Daniels, 
published 1892.)  
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Top right: Center Street 
Cemetery, the oldest in New-
ton, Massachusetts, where 
William Robinson (7th Great-
Granduncle) is buried. It is 
located across the street from 
Boston College (Newton Cam-
pus). Top left: View of cem-
etery from the street. Right: 
The gravestone of William 
Robinson (7th Great-Grand-
uncle), his wife, Elizabeth, 
and his son, Jeremiah, in 
Newton, Massachusetts. The 
inscription reads: “Here lies 
Buried ye body of Mr. / Wil-
liam / Robinson, who died 
Janry / ye 28th 1754 in ye 81 
year of his Age. / Here lies ye 
Body of Mrs. Elizabeth / 
Robinson; wife to Mr. Wil-
liam / Robinson, who died 
Decm. Ye 17th / 1747 in ye 69 
year of her age. / Here lies ye 
Body of Mr. Jeremiah / 
Robinson who died Jan-
uary ye / 26th. 1754 in ye 
49 year of / his age.” 

He and his wife, Hannah, had two sons and four daughters: Sibyla Whitney (1733), Jo-
siah Whitney (1735-1740), Hannah Whitney (1737), Tamar Whitney (1739-1740), Mary 

Whitney (1741) and Richard 
Whitney (1743).      
 
Joshua Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; 1714-1786) moved to Stockbridge, Massachu-
setts, where he died and was buried in Norwich Hill Cemetery.   

 



The Whitney, Bemis, Cutter, Hagar, Reynolds, and Robinson Families  
 

17

The Robinson Family 
 

William Robinson, Eighth Great-Grandfather 
 
Mary or Mercy Robinson (7th Great-Grandmother) was the daughter of William Rob-
inson (8th Great-Grandfather; about 1640-1693). William emigrated from England to 
Massachusetts. By 1670 William Robinson was living in Watertown, Massachusetts, 
where he had a farm of two hundred acres on a narrow neck of land claimed by both 
Concord and Watertown. He signed a petition for the separation of the town of Cam-
bridge and Newtowne in 1678. About 1667 he married Elizabeth Cutter (8th Great-
Grandmother; 1645-before 1693) at Cambridge, Massachusetts.  
 
William and Elizabeth were the parents of nine children: Elizabeth Robinson (1669-
1748/1749), Hannah Robinson (1671-1672), William Robinson (1673-1754), Mary or 
Mercy Robinson (1676-1740), David Robinson (1678), Samuel Robinson (1680-
1724), Jonathan Robinson (1682-1753), Jeremiah Robinson (abut 1684) and Robert 
Robinson (about 1686).  
 
William Robinson (7th Great-Granduncle; 1673-1754) was buried in Newton Center 
Cemetery in Newton, Massachusetts. His gravestone is much taller and larger than most 
tombstones of that age, and is inscribed, not only with his epitaph, but also with that of 
his wife, Elizabeth, and his son, Jeremiah.  
 
Samuel Robinson’s (7th Great-Granduncle; 1680-1724) wife, Sarah Manning, was bur-
ied in the Old Burying Ground at Cambridge, Massachusetts. The inscription on her 
gravestone reads: “Here Lyes ye Body / of Sarah Robbinson / wife to Samuel / Robbin-
son Aged 27 / Years 10 months & 27 / Dayes. Died July ye / 19th 1709.”    
 

The Cutter Family 
 

Richard Cutter, Ninth Great-Grandfather 
 
Elizabeth Cutter’s (8th Great-Grandmother) parents were Richard Cutter (9th Great- 
Grandfather; about 1621-1693) and Elizabeth (9th Great-Grandmother; 1620-1662). 
Richard was probably the first of his family to emigrate from England to America. He 
was a cooper by trade and his descendants have the small oaken chest that was made 
to keep his clothes in while he was serving his apprenticeship. He was admitted a 
freeman in 1641, and joined the Artillery Company of Boston in 1643. The Artillery 
Company met for improvement in discipline and tactics. It comprised the leaders and 
officers of the volunteer train-bands and the principal magistrates and citizens. This 
was the first regularly organized company in America, and “it may be considered the 
germ from which all our military character in New England, if not in the United States, 
has sprung. The company still exists under the name of the ‘Ancient and Honorable 
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Above: Gravestone of Richard Cutter (9th Great-Grandfather) in the Old Burying Ground 
across from Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts. The inscription reads: “HERE 
LYES Ye BODY OF / RICHARD CUTTER / AGED ABOUT 72 / YEARS. DIED Ye 16 OF / 
JUNE 1693.” Photograph taken in 1995. Below: Signature of Richard Cutter. Lower right: 
Trunk that Richard brought with him from England in 1637.      

 

Artillery Company of Boston’” (Cutter Family of New England, pages 7-8, by William 
Cutter).    

Richard owned several parcels of land 
in the vicinity of Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts. His homestead was in 
Menotomy, later called West Cambridge. 
After Elizabeth died in 1662, he mar-
ried Frances Perriman, the widow of 
Isaac Amsden of Cambridge in 1663. 
In his will, Richard requested his body 
to “be buried at Cambridge burying 
place near my first wife’s grave.”  
Richard Cutter’s tombstone, marking 
his grave in the Old Burying Ground at Cambridge, is still standing in excellent 
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condition. The inscription on Richard’s gravestone reads: “HERE LyES yE BODY OF / 
RICHARD CUTTER / AGED ABOUT 72 / YEARS. DIED yE 16 OF / JUNE 1693.” 
 

Elizabeth Williams’ tombstone in 
Cambridge’s Old Burying Ground 
(located across the street from 
Harvard University) is one of the 
oldest monuments in America. It 
is the second oldest gravestone 
s t i l l  s tanding in the ancient  
burying ground at old Cambridge.  
The inscription on her gravestone 
reads: “HERE LYES Ye BODY 
OF / ELIZABETH CUTTER WIFE 
TO / RICHARD CUTTER AGED /  
 

ABOUT 42 YEARS DIED / 
MARCH 5 1662.” 
 
William Cutter (10th Great- 
Grandfather) is referred to 
as “William,” but evidence 
is not given. “Very little is 
known of the man, includ-
ing his name.” His family 
appears to have been in Cambridge, Massachusetts, before or shortly after 1640. If he 
came to Massachusetts, he probably died a short time after his arrival. That he came from 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Northumberland, England, is very likely. “The Cutter name 
appears in Newcastle records early in the seventeenth century adding weight to the 
likelihood that the family was from there. A Cuthbert Cutter, a cooper, was made 
a freeman there in 1603. His age is right to be the father of the immigrant William Cutter, 
but further research needs to be done to find what relationship, if any, there was between 
Cuthbert and the Cambridge family. Additionally, there was a William Cutter, cooper, 
who was a freeman of Newcastle-upon-Tyne in 1577. A couple of additional links of the 
family with Newcastle are the fact that one of the children of the immigrant, William 
Cutter (9th Great-Granduncle), left Cambridge some time prior to 1653, at which time he 
resided in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Furthermore, the Cambridge family were coopers as 
seen by a letter of attorney from William Cutter of ‘Newcastle upon Tine wine Cooper’ 
to his ‘loving Brother Richard Cutter of Cambridge in New England Cooper.’ William 
died prior to June 10, 1693, the date that Richard deeded lands in Cambridge that he had 
inherited from his brother. While in Cambridge, William lived at the southwest corner of 
Dunster and Winthrop Streets.”      
 
Richard and Elizabeth (9th Great-Grandparents) were the parents of seven children: 
Elizabeth Cutter (1645-1693), Samuel Cutter (1647-1693), Thomas Cutter (1648), 

Top: Engraving from middle 1800s of gravestones of Richard 
Cutter, his wife, Elizabeth and son William in the Harvard 
Cemetery. Above: Mark of Gershom Cutter (8th Great-Grand-
uncle), son of Richard Cutter.     
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Above: Gravestone of Elizabeth Cutter (9th Great-Grandmother). Her monument is the second 
oldest in the Old Burying Place across the street from Harvard University. The inscription 
reads: “HERE LYES Ye BODY OF / ELIZABETH CUTTER WIFE TO / RICHARD CUT-
TER AGED / ABOUT 42 YEARS DIED / MARCH 5 1662.” She died 31 years before her hus-
band, who passed away in 1693.  

William Cutter (1649/1650-1723), Ephraim Cutter (about 1651-1731), Gershom Cutter 
(1653-1738) and Mary Cutter (about 1656-1711). 

Richard and his second wife, Frances Perriman (died 1728) had seven children: Na-
thaniel Cutter (1663), Rebecca Cutter (1665-1741), Hephzibah Cutter (1667-1668), Eliz-
abeth Cutter (1668/1669-1742), Hephzibah Cutter (1671-1745), Sarah Cutter (1673-
1745) and Ruhamah Cutter (1678-1756). In all, Richard was the father of fourteen chil-
dren.  
 
Richard Cutter was a member of the Cambridge church in full communion, and the 
written record of his religious experience still exists.   
 
“The Lord was pleased for to give my parents hearts to bring me up in the fear of the 
Lord, though I had much opposition of heart against my parents and those that were 
over me.” 

 
“And so I came to this place, and coming by sea and having a hard voyage, still my 
heart was dead and fearless and I found my heart as stubborn as before. And though 
I had some affection, yet held nothing by me. Hearing one sin, continued in with obsti-
nacy and hardness, will separate forever from Christ, I considered, if one would, what  
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Top: Gravestone of William Cutter (8th Great-Granduncle) in 
Cambridge. The inscription reads: “Here Lyes ye Body / of Mr. 
WILLIAM / CUTTER who Decd / April ye 1st 1723 / in ye 74th 
Year of / His Age.” Above: The Old Burying Place in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, located across the street from Harvard 
University, where Elizabeth Cutter (10th Great-Grandmother), 
Richard Cutter (9th Great-Grandfather), Elizabeth Cutter (9th 
Great-Grandmother), Nathaniel Cutter (8th Great-Grand-
uncle), Barbara Cutter Crolet (9th Great-Grandaunt) and Wil-
liam Cutter (8th Great-Granduncle) are buried. 

 

would many? Which affected me much at the time. And hearing the way to subdue a 
rebellious heart was to bring it to a straight…I thought I was not ready for Christ; and 
one reason because all were naturally unready, but in use of terror. Then they that art 
not prepared shall not enjoy him; and very sad it was, for my heart did slight it.” 

   
“Following Judas exam-
ple, I went immediately 
out and I stood behind the 
meeting house and ac-
knowledging that one sin 
whereby some men pres-
ent their petitions was 
opposing his members, by 
this sin many other sins 
were  b rough t  t o  my 
mind—I could not speak 
to anyone, and could 
apply nothing but what 
was against the evil. Yet 
supported by some scrip-
ture—I saw I had done as 
much evil as I could…I 
thought it would be the 
greatest mercy if ever the 
Lord would help me ‘to 
live to God.’ I knew not 
which way to go…Hence 
on lecture day a friend 
coming to ask how it was 
with me, he said, ‘Take 
heed you do not keep the 
Devil’s counsel.’ And 
hence I considered on the 
bitterness of sin and in 
private I began to consi-
der the same…By think-
ing (on Christ) sin became 
bitter unto me.” 

 
“And thus after consider-
ation of my condition, I 
complained I was igno-
rant of his people's ways… 
And thus going on ob-
served it a sad misery not to be known of Christ—and saw evil of this, and not to 
have one thought, word, shed blood, to do for him, nor to accept anything from 
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Top and above left: Old photographs of Mill Pond and falls/brook in 
Arlington, Massachusetts, where William Cutter (8th Great-Grand-
uncle; 1649-1723) operated his sawmill and cornmill. Above right: Ap-
pearance of Mill Brook in 1999. Below: Signature of William Cutter.    

him…This was very sad for me. I considered the bitterness of being parted from Christ, 
and being so forever. And so I had stirring up of desire after Christ, and I was counseled 
to believe, but I could not believe in Christ. And hearing in Rev. 3, ‘I counsel thee to 
believe; be at peace.’ And Rev. 22, ‘Freely take it.’—And the Lord thus clearing the 

offer, he would have me receive it only on 
condition I was humble; if so much humble 
as to come to Christ…After this the Lord 
cleared up Christ more fully” (Cutter Fam-
ily of New England, pages 8-9, by William 
Cutter). 
 
William Cutter (8th Great-Granduncle; 
1649-1723) was admitted to membership 
in the Cambridge church in 1700, and his 
family bible still exists in the Cutter family 
and shows evidence of frequent use. He 

wrote on the fly 
leaves of his Bible 
some of his favorite 
scriptures such as, 
“O spare me, that I 
may recover strength 
before I go hence, 
and be no more” 
(Psalms 39:12-13), 
signed William Cut-
ter in 1708. Also, 
“Vanity of vanities, 
saith the Preacher, 
Vanity of vanities; 
all is vanity. What 
profit hath a man of 
all his labor, which 

he taketh under the Sun? One 
generation passeth away and 
another cometh; but the world 
abideth forever.” As well as Psalm 
119:71, “It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes.”   
 
William’s residence was in Menotomy, “located on the banks of the stream flowing from 
Lexington through Arlington into Mystic River.” William built a dam over a brook 
called Landing-Place Brook (also called the Mill Brook) near his house to raise a pond 
for his sawmill and cornmill. In 1704 a neighbor brought a suit against him because the 
dam caused some of his property to be flooded. The location of the “Mill-Pond, Dam 
and Yard” was at Mill Street in Arlington, Massachusetts. One court record from 1693/ 
1698 states that William’s premises consisted of “one messuage house, wherein  
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Top: Gravestone of Gershom Cutter (8th Great-
Granduncle), in Arlington, Massachusetts. The 
inscription reads: “Here lyes Buried / ye Body of 
Mr. / GERSHOM CUTTER / who departed this 
life / April 2, Anno Domi 1738 / in ye 85th Year 
of His Age.” Gershom was the son of Richard 
Cutter (9th Great-Grandfather). Above: Arlington 
Old Burying Place, where Gershom is buried. 

 

 

said Cutter doth now inhabit and dwell, and of one barn, garden and orchard and yard 
thereunto belonging.” He also owned twenty acres at his homestead. (History of the 
Town of Arlington, Massachusetts, Formerly the Second Precinct in Cambridge or 
District of Menotomy, Afterward the Town of West Cambridge, 1635-1879, pages 15 and 16.)  
 
He was “respectably affluent” and is 
buried beside his parents in Cambridge 
burying ground. The inscription on his 
tombstone reads: “Here Lyes ye Body / 
of Mr. WILLIAM / CUTTER who 
Decd / April ye 1st 1723 / in ye 74th 
Year of / His Age.”   
 
Ephraim Cutter (8th Great-Granduncle) 
(1651) was baptized in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, was a glazier by trade, 
and resided successively in Cambridge, 
Watertown and Weston, Massachusetts.  
While a resident at Watertown he drew 
pay as an officer in King Philip’s War.  
He was probably the “Captain Cutter”  
who commanded a company in the 
expedition sent to “range the woods 
towards Grafton” on April 27, 1676.  
The forces comprising this expedition 
succeeded in capturing small parties of 
the enemy, among whom were some of 
“considerable rank.” The season was 
rainy though and many became sick, so 
after a short campaign the troops were 
released “for the recovery of their 
health.” They returned for the most part 
to Boston.   
 
According to tradition, Ephraim once 
commanded in a fight with Indians at 
Fort Hill in Thompson, Connecticut.   
 
In 1703 Ephraim bought two acres of 
land in Watertown, Massachusetts, with 
a mansion house, barn and orchard for 
fifty pounds. He also owned a farm in 
Weston, Massachusetts, which he sold in 1713. The date of his death is unknown, but his 
wife, Bethia Cutter, was buried in the Watertown Burying Ground in 1731. Her epitaph 
reads: “Here lyes ye Body / of Mrs. Bethis Cutter / Wife of Mr. Ephraim / Cutter; Who 
Died / Septr ye 18th 1731, in ye / 72d Year of her Age.”  
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Top: Gravestone of Mary, wife of 
Nathaniel Cutter (9th Great-Grand- 
uncle; born 1663) in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. She died when she 
was 51 years old in 1714. Left: Eliz-
abeth Cutter (10th Great-Grand-
mother) lived at Newcastle-upon-
Tyne before immigrating to Amer-
ica. Map courtesy of Philip’s. Be-
low: Home of Gershom Cutter (8th 
Great-Granduncle, or descendant 
with the same name) in Arlington, 
Massachusetts. The plaque on the 
house reads: “Gershom Cutter, 
1803.”   

Gershom Cutter’s (8th Great-Grand- 
uncle; 1653-1738) father, Richard 
Cutter, brought charges against 
John Warner “for beating his son, 

Gershom,” in 1674. In December 
1675 Gershom served as a soldier 
in the Narragansett War and 
fought in the noted Swamp Fight. 
“This was a difficult campaign 
and he endured many hardships.”   
 

Gershom was an heir to his father’s estate. He farmed in Menotomy (now West 
Cambridge), Massachusetts, where he owned a number of acres at the “foot of 
the rocks.” His descendants continued to live at this location for many years. In 
1721 he was admitted a member of the Cambridge church. His gravestone was 

one of the earliest erected in 
Arlington Old Burying Place and 
his epitaph reads: “Here lyes Bur-
ied / ye Body of Mr. / GERS-
HOM CUTTER / who departed 
this life / April 2, Anno Domi 
1738 / in ye 85th Year of His 
Age.” Today, one-third of his 
monument has been cut away 
with a saw.   
 
In Arlington, Massachusetts, on 
1146 Massachusetts Avenue 
(about a mile west of the town 
hall) is a home with a sign that 

reads “Gershom Cutter 1803.” This home may have been built by a grandson of 
 



The Whitney, Bemis, Cutter, Hagar, Reynolds, and Robinson Families  
 
 

25

This page: Gravestones of Jonathan Cut-
ter (1685-1702), Mary Cutter (1690-1697), 
and Abigail Cutter (1693-1702), children 
of Ephraim Cutter (8th Great-Grand-
uncle), located in the Old Burying Ground 
in Watertown, Massachusetts.  

Gershom (8th Great-Granduncle) that 
had the same name, or it may be older 
and originally built by another relative.  
 
Nathaniel Cutter (8th Great-Granduncle; 
born 1663) owned land in Charlestown, 
Massachusetts, and was an executor of 
his father’s will. He and his wife, Mary, 
both joined the Cambridge church in 
1705. The inscription on her gravestone 
in Cambridge Old Burying Ground 
reads: “Here lyes ye / body of / MARY 
CUTTER / wife to NATHANIEL / CUT-
TER; Aged / 51 years and about / 10 
Mo. Died March 14th / 1714.” Nathan-
iel’s second wife was named Elizabeth. 
 
Elizabeth Cutter (8th Great-Grandaunt; 
1668/1669-1742) married Nathaniel Hall 
of Medford in 1690. The inscription on his 
gravestone reads: “Mr. NATHANIEL HALL / 
Who Died April / ye 14th 1725, in ye 59th / 
Year of his Age.” The inscription on her 
gravestone reads: “Mrs. ELIZABETH 
HALL / Relict of Mr. NATHANIEL / 
HALL Who Died / Novb ye 17th, 1742, in 
ye / 75th Year of her Age.” Both are buried 
in Salem Street Burial Ground in Medford. 
 
Hephzibah Cutter (8th Great-Grandaunt;  
1671-1745) married Jabez Brooks (1672-
1746/1747) of Woburn in 1693. Hephzibah 
and her husband, Jabez, died within a 

year of each other and are buried under 
the same gravestone in Woburn, Mas-
sachusetts. My brother Ron and I visited 
their graves in 1999. Their excellent 
monument is now broken. Three local 
children, Brian 11, Daniell 11, and 
Alex 9, who use the cemetery as a playground, helped us locate their graves.  
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Above: Gravestone of Hephzibah Cutter 
(8th Great-Grandaunt) and her husband, 
Jabez Brooks, in Woburn, Massachusetts.  
The inscriptions read: “Here lyes Buried / 
Ye Body of / Mrs. HEPHZIBAH / BROOKS, 
Wife to Mr. / Jabez Brooks, Who departed 
this Life Janry 1st A. D. 1745, in Ye 75th 
Year of Her Age” [and] “Here lyes Buried / 
Ye Body of Mr. JABEZ BROOKS / Who 
departed / this Life January / the 30th Anno 
Domi / 1746/7, in Ye 74th / Year of His 
Age.” Right: Three children who use the 
cemetery as a playground: Alex 9, Daniell 
11, and Brian 11. They helped me locate 
the graves of Hephzibah and Jabez 
Brooks in the Woburn Cemetery; 1999. 

 

Sarah Cutter (8th Great-Grandaunt; born 1673) married James Locke of Woburn in 
1700. His father, Deacon William Locke, “Lett him go to work for himself when he was  

 

young to gitt something to begin the world 
with.” His father also assisted him in the pur-

chase of his lands and the erection of his homestead. He held several local offices and the 
value of his estate at the time of his death amounted to 1,370 pounds, a large sum in 1745.   
 
Ruhamah Cutter (8th Great-Grandaunt; 1678-1756) married Joseph Hartwell of 
Charlestown in 1705/1706. Joseph was chosen a deacon in Woburn, Massachusetts, in 
1736. His epitaph reads: “Here lyes Buried / ye Body of Deacon / JOSEPH HARTWELL / 
Who departed this Life / Novbr 5th Anno Domni 1743, in / ye 63rd Year of His Age.” 
Ruhamah’s epitaph reads: “Here lyes ye Body of / Mrs. RUHAMAH HEARTWELL,  



The Whitney, Bemis, Cutter, Hagar, Reynolds, and Robinson Families  
 
 

27

 

Top: Gravestones of Ruhamah Cutter Heartwell (8th 
Great-Grandaunt; 1678-1756) and her husband, Jo-
seph Hartwell (above), in Woburn, Massachusetts. 
Note: Hartwell is spelled differently on each monument.  

 

Widow to Deacon / JOSEPH HEARTWELL / Who Died July 1st 1756, in / ye 78th Year 
of Her Age.” Both are buried in Woburn Old Burying Ground.   
 

Elizabeth Cutter, Tenth Great-Grandmother 
 
Elizabeth Cutter (10th Great-Grand-
mother; 1580-1664) was the widow 
of (probably) Samuel Cutter (10th 
Great-Grandfather). She followed 
her sons, William and Richard, from 
England to America about 1640. 
She lived with her daughter, Bar-
bara Cutter (9th Great-Grandaunt; 
1609-1687), and son-in-law, Elijah 
Crolet, “the memorable old school-
master,” in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts.   
 
Elizabeth Cutter was the mother of 
seven children, all born in England: 
William Cutter (about 1603), Eliz-
abeth Cutter (about 1605-1669/1670), 
Joyce Cutter (about 1608-1638), 
Barbara Cutter (1609-1687), Joanna 
Cutter (about 1614), Isabella Cutter 
(about 1620-1643) and Richard Cut-
ter (about 1621-1693). 
 
In a “manuscript volume of Rev. 
Thomas Shepard, of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, containing the con-
fessions of diverse, propounding to 
be received as members,” is the con-
fession of “Old Goodwife Cutter.” 
 
“I was born in a sinful place where 
no sermon was preached. Concerning 
my parents, I knew not my father; 
my mother sent me to Newcastle, 
(England), where placed in a godly 
family (as I think), I heard the words, ‘Fear God and keep his commandments,’ two of 
which (the third and fourth commandments) I saw I brake. For six or seven years I was 
connected there, and then went into another family where the people were carnal, and  
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there fell to a consumption, and afterward followed with Satan. And afraid he [Satan] 
would have me away, Mr. Rodwell came to me, and was an instrument of much good 
to me. Afterwards, the Lord’s hand was sad on me. My husband was taken away, and I 

was sent to this place [Cambridge] 
and I desired to come this way 
in sickness time; and the Lord 
brought us through many sad 
troubles by sea; but when here 
the Lord rejoiced my heart.”   
 
“However, when I had come I 
had lost all hope of salvation 
and had no comforter. Hearing 
from ‘Foolish Virgins’ that ‘Those 
who were not sprinkled with 
Christ’s blood were undone,’ I 
saw I was a Christless creature, 
and hence in all His ordinances 
was persuaded nothing did be-
long to me—durst not seek, nor 
call God, Father, nor think Christ 
shed his blood for me.” 
 
“And afterwards going to Thom-
as Shepard, I found more ans-
wers and so had less fear. But 
hearing the ‘Foolish Virgins 
were cast out, so should I be 
likewise being a poor ignorant 
creature. Going to servants of 
the Lord I told them I could not 
be persuaded to live—long: and 
hearing Mr. Shepard say, ‘If I 
went as Abram, I had such gifts, 
the Lord would accept.’ I sought 
the Lord the more—though still 

a poor creature. On a day of humiliation by sundry places in scripture He rejoiced 
my heart—‘Christ came to save sinners’—and to find the lost and brokenhearted. 
‘Come unto me ye weary.’” 

 
“But I still thought I had no repentance; yet was encouraged to seek the Lord, and be 
content with his condemning will, and to lie at His, feet, seeing my need of Him—not 
knowing whither else to go, and knowing that whosoever cometh unto Him He’ll not 
cast away.”   
 
“And so I desired the Lord to teach me; and desire to submit.” 

Top: First Burial Ground, Weston, Massachusetts, where 
Hephzibah Cutter and Ruhamah Cutter (8th Great- 
Grandaunts) are buried. Above: City center in Woburn, 
Massachusetts; 1999. Ruhamah and Hephzibah Cut-
ter moved here with their families in the early 1700s. 
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“This venerable matron ‘sojourned about 
twenty years’ in the family of her ‘very 
loving sonne’ Mr. Elijah Corlet, the husband 

of her daughter, Barbara, and the ‘memor-
able old schoolmaster in Cambridge.’ She 
rewarded these persons whose ‘love and 
care, with continual expenses for her sup-
port’ were ‘very great,’ by appointing them 
her heirs, and bestowing upon them and 

their offspring her maternal bles-
sing” (The Cutter Family of New 
England, pages 1-37, compiled by 
Benjamin Cutter).  

 
William Cutter (9th Great-Grand-
uncle; born about 1603) was a 
wine cooper by trade. After liv-
ing in America for about seventeen years, William returned to his former home in 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England.  

Top left: Mark of Elizabeth Cutter (10th Great-Grand-
mother) on her confessional dated February 16, 1662. 
Top right: Gravestone of Bethiah Cutter, wife of Ephra-
im Cutter (9th Great-Granduncle) in Watertown 
Burying Ground. The inscription reads: “HERE lyes ye 
Body / of Mrs. Bethiah Cutter / Wife to Mr. Ephraim / 
Cutter Who Died / Sept ye 18th 1731 in ye / 72nd Year of 
her Age.” Above: Harvard Law Graduate from San 
Francisco, California, who made me a gravestone 
rubbing of Richard Cutter (9th Great-Grandfather) 
in 1995. Left: Milestone in the ancient burying 
ground at Cambridge, Massachusetts, dated 1734.   
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Top: Ancient gravestone of Elizabeth Williams, who was once believed 
to be the mother of Elizabeth, wife of Richard Cutter (9th Great-
Grandparents) in Roxbury, Massachusetts. The inscription reads: “:E: 
:W: / ELISABET. WILLIAMS. / AGED 80 YEARS: DIED: / THE 
LAST. OF JVN: 1674.” Above: Gravestone of Sarah Whitney Har-
rington (8th Great-Grandaunt) in Grove Hill Cemetery in Waltham, 
Massachusetts. The inscription reads: “Here Lyes ye Body of / Mrs. 
Sarah Herington / wife to Mr. Daniel / Herington / Aged 66 years / & 
8 mo. died/ june ye 8th 1720.”     

Elizabeth Cutter, Ninth Great-Grandmother 
 
Elizabeth (9th Great-Grandmother; 1620-1662), wife of Richard Cutter (9th Great-
Grandfather; about 1621-1693) was once believed to be the daughter of Robert 
Williams (died 1693) 
and his wife Eliz-
abeth (1574-1674; 
some believe, with 
little proof, to be Stal-
ham). This has been 
repeated in many 
genealogies for over 
a hundred years. 
“This Robert Wil-
liams immigrated to 
the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony in 1637 
as evidenced by the 
passenger lists of the 
John and Dorothy, 
‘April 8th 1637, The 
examination of Rob-
ert Williams of Nor-
wich in Norff. Cord-
wayner, aged 28 years, 
and Elizabeth, his 
wife, aged – years 
with 4 children, Sam-
uel, John, Elizabeth, 
and Debra, and two 
servants, Mary Wil-
liams, aged 18 years 
and Anne Williams, 
aged 15 years are 
desirous to passe to 
Boston in New Eng-
land to Inhabit’ (ori-
ginal spelling retain-
ed). They apparently 
sailed from Yarmouth, 
England. Robert set-
tled in Roxbury, was 
admitted freeman May 2, 1638, and died September 1, 1693 at the age of 86” (Gene-
alogy Report Register). Another record shows the same Robert as born in July 1607 
at Norwich, England. Our Elizabeth was born in 1620, as evidenced on her grave-
stone, which would mean that Robert would have been thirteen, or fourteen at the  
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Above: Gravestone of Samuel Whitney (6th Great-Grandfather) 
in Mountain View Cemetery, Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, 
2002. The inscription reads: “In memory of / Mr. Samuel 
Whitney / of Shrewsbury who / died August 2, 1788 / in the 77th 
year of / his age.” Samuel’s gravestone is located by itself near 
the front of the cemetery, with no other Whitney monuments 
nearby. Top right: Monument of Daniel Harrington (husband 
of Sarah Whitney, 8th Great-Grandaunt). The inscription 
reads: “Here lyes Buried / the Body of Mr. / DANIEL HAR-
RINGTON / Who Departed this Life / Apr. 19th Anno Dom 
1728 in / ye 72 Year of His Age.” Right: Congregational 
Church (built 1766) and adjacent Mountain View Cemetery.   

 

oldest, when she was born. Therefore, the evidence leads to the conclusion that Eliz-
abeth had a different set of parents; who may never be positively identified. 
 

 

                                      

This is not welcome news 
as Robert Williams had an 
interesting history. Three 
of his son’s gravestones 
have survived to the pres-
ent day and it is disap-
pointing to lose them as 
relatives. 
                                                                     
As stated earlier, Eliza-

beth’s monument is the second oldest monument in Cambridge. Her husband made a 
point of stating in his will that he wished to be buried beside her. 
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Top left: Shrewsbury Common in front of the 
church. Left: Another view of the Congregat-
ional Church in Shrewsbury. Above: Moun-
tain View Cemetery in Shrewsbury, Massa-
chusetts, where Samuel Whitney (6th Great-
Grandfather) is buried. His gravestone stands 
alone in the center of this photograph in 1995.   

 

Samuel Whitney, Sixth Great-Grandfather 
 

Samuel Whitney (6th Great-Grandfather; 1711-1788) was born in Weston, Massachu-
setts, but moved to Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, about 1743, where he lived the rest of his 
life. He and his wife, Elizabeth Hastings (6th Great-Grandmother; 1716-1800), united 
with the Congregational Church in 1761.  
 

 
Samuel and Elizabeth had a large family of thirteen children: Elizabeth Whitney (1735-
1735), Elizabeth Whitney (1738-1826), Samuel Whitney (1739-1811), Lydia Whitney 
(chr. 1740-1745), Nathaniel Whitney (chr. 1742-1744), Lucy Whitney (1744), Lydia 
Whitney (1746), Susanna Whitney (1748), Nathaniel Whitney (1749-1829), Jonas 
Whitney (1751-1842), Sarah Whitney (1753), Eliphalet Whitney (chr. 1757-1832) and 
Martha Whitney (chr. 1759). Their five oldest children were born in Weston, Mas-
sachusetts, and t 
heir eight youngest children were born in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts.   
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Above: Colonel Williams’ Inn in Marlboro, Ver-
mont, built about 1769. Col. William Williams 
invited the Whitney’s to Marlboro. His wife 
cooked meals for Nathaniel Whitney (5th Great-
Granduncle) during his first year in the new set-
tlement. Top right: Tom and Denise Ware, 
the owners of the Inn in 1999, with their two 
daughters. Even in New England, most homes of 
this age are no longer standing, and few are in 
such excellent condition.      

 

Samuel Whitney was buried in the Shrewsbury Cemetery. The epitaph on his gravestone 
reads: “In memory of / Mr. Samuel Whitney / of Shrewsbury who / died August 2, 1788 / 
in the 77th year of / his age.”   
 

 

After Samuel died in 1788, Elizabeth moved to Marlboro, Vermont, where she lived 
with her children the rest of her life. While living with the family of her son, Deacon 
Jonas Whitney, she died in 1800. 
 
The inscription on her gravestone in Marlboro Cemetery reads: “In Memory of / Mrs. 
Elizabeth / Wife of Mr. / Samuel Whitney / of Shruefberry / Maff. who died / Octr 24th, 
1800 in / the 84th Year of / her Age.” 
 
Three sons of Samuel and Elizabeth Hastings Whitney married sisters, daughters of 
Solomon and Deliverance Ross Houghton (6th Great-Grandparents). Nathaniel Whitney 
married Mary Houghton (5th Great-Grandaunt; born 1752) in 1771; Jonas Whitney 
married Tamar Houghton (5th Great-Grandaunt; 1754-1831) in 1773; and Eliphalet 
Whitney married Lois Houghton (5th Great-Grandmother; born 1756) in 1776. The three 
Houghton sisters were all born in Lancaster, Massachusetts.     
 
Ephraim Newton recorded some events in Samuel Whitney’s (5th Great-Granduncle; 
1739-1811) life in the Vermont Historical Magazine, “Marlboro,” pages 443-444.    
 
“Samuel Whitney moved with his brother Nathaniel to Marlboro, Vermont, in March 
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1770. He built a log house and moved his family from Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, to 
Marlboro, consisting of his wife and four children. He was resolute and fearless, was a 

great hunter; his dogs could tree a bear 
and he was sure of his prey. On one occasion 

his dogs had driven 
a bear into a den 
among the rocks, 
he ventured to look 
in, saw the glaring 
eyeballs very near 
him, started back, 
at which the bear 
sprang upon him; 
they took a fair hug 

and rolled from the rocks down the hill 
together. In the struggle the bear seized 
his opponent’s leg in his jaws and made a 
frightful wound. The old hero’s sons, 
Moses and Guilford, mere lads at the 
time, saw the perilous condition of their 
father, but dared not fire lest they might 
shoot him; but they put on the dogs and 
urged them to the combat, whereupon the 
bear quit his hold to attack the dogs; and 
they improved their opportunity to shoot 

the bear. The old hunter was disabled a long time 
by the wound and carried the scar to the grave.”  

“In the fall of 1777, Captain Whit-
ney had a fever by which he was 
confined many weeks. His family 
was out of fuel. As a last resort, Betty, 13 years of age, put on her father’s leather apron, 
yoked up the oxen, went into the woods, cut small trees, stacked them next to the house, 
and chopped them up into fire wood. Her sister, Mrs. Miriam Brown, narrated that this 
was the custom of the handy child.” 

  
Other events in Samuel Whitney’s life were recorded in The History of the Town of 

 

 

Above: Congregational Church in 
Marlboro, Vermont; 2002. The Whit-
ney family were members here and 
helped to build the original church 
building, which was located on Town 
Hill. Right: Whetstone Inn in Ver-
mont, located next to the church. The 
inn was built by Deacon Jonas Whit-
ney (5th Great-Granduncle), who came 
to Marlboro about 1773, the year he 
married. Marlboro is one of the author’s 
favorite family history towns.        
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Top: Marlboro, Vermont, where 
Samuel, Nathaniel, Jonas (5th Great- 
Granduncles) and Eliphalet Whit-
ney (5th Great-Grandfather) made 
their homes in the 1770s and later.  
Middle: Road leading to the main 
square in Marlboro. Right: View of 
countryside from the home of 
a Houghton in-law in Marlboro.   

Marlborough, Windham County, Vermont, pages 261-262, by Rev. Ephraim H. Newton, 
compiled 1860.   
 
“Samuel Whitney, Jr. was the  
eldest son of Samuel, of Shrews- 
bury, Massachusetts, who in 
company with his brother Na-
thaniel, came to Marlborough, 
November 1769. In March 1770 
he made a quantity of maple 
sugar, then removed from the 
east to the west part of the 
town, and commenced anew.  
In that year, 1770, he opened 
the forest and put up a log 
house, in the raising of which 
he invited his brothers Nathan-
iel and Jonas, and James Ball, to 
assist him. They complied 
with his request, and returned 
home to the east part of the 
town in the evening. The woods 
were so dense and dark, that 
with much difficulty they 
were enabled to feel their 
way back by marked trees. In 
1772, probably in March, he 
moved his family, consisting of 
his wife and four children, from  

                                                                                                             

Shrewsbury to Marlborough. He 
was enterprising, laborious, and 
persevering, bold, resolute, and 
fearless, bravely surmounting 
the trials of a pioneer. He had a peculiar voice, better fitted for the sternness of 
authority, than the smooth modulations of flattery. He erected buildings, and opened a 
public house, which he kept till the close of his life. Since then the property has passed  



The Whitney, Bemis, Cutter, Hagar, Reynolds, and Robinson Families  
 
 

36

through several hands, and is now (1860) owned by Ira Adams, Esq., who by several 
purchases has increased the former dimensions of the farm, demolished the former 
buildings, much decayed with age, and erected others upon the same site, much improved 

in size and architecture. The West Marlborough Post Office is kept there, but no tavern.”  
 
“Mr. Whitney was a great hunter” (most of the bear hunting episode above is repeated 
here).   
 
In 1762 Samuel Whitney married Phebe Harrington of Grafton, Massachusetts, and 
moved to Marlborough in the spring of 1772. He died February 1, 1811, aged 71 years, 
4 months and 8 days. Phebe died March 16, 1812, age 71 years, 9 months and 20 days.  

Above: Gravestones of Samuel Whitney 
(5th Great-Granduncle) and his wife 
Phebe Whitney in Hogback Cemetery 
located across the road from where his 
home once stood (right) in Marlboro, 
Vermont; May 2006. The inscriptions 
read: “Erected / in memory of Mr. / 
Samuel Whitney / who died Feb. 1, 1811 / 
in the 72 Year of / his age” [and] “Erect-
ed / in memory of Mrs. / Phebe Whitney / 
wife of Mr. Samuel / Whitney who died / 
March 16, 1812 in the / 72 year of her 
age.”          
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Both were buried in the graveyard near their house. They had ten children: Catherine 
(1763, who married Samuel Pratt), Elizabeth (1764, who married Alvan Pratt), Moses 
(1767-1834), Guilford (1769) Samuel, Jr. (1772-1846), Mariam (1776, who married 
Lyman Brown), Zenas (1786), Simei (1781-1847), Phebe (1786, who married Roswell 
Paddleford), and Russell (1789-1790). 
Their first four children were born in   

                                                   
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, and the rest of their children were born in Marlborough 
(Marlboro), Vermont. Their last child, Russell, was born when his mother was fifty years old.     
  
Samuel was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. He served as a private in Captain 
White’s Vermont Company in 1781. He must have also served as an officer because later 
he was called, “Captain Whitney.” (DAR Index, page 3201.) 
 
Samuel Whitney’s grandson was Newel Kimball Whitney (1795-1850), who was born 
in Marlboro, Vermont, the son of Samuel Whitney (1772-1846). Newel moved to 
Plattsburg, New York, where he was working as a merchant by 1814.   

Above: Hogback Cemetery, named for nearby 
Hogback Mountain. Samuel Whitney (5th Great-
Granduncle) donated this land from his property 
for a burying ground. Left: Three views of land 
once owned by Samuel on the west side of Marl-
boro, Vermont; 2006. The home was built by 
a Mr. Adams in 1823.       
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He took part in the Battle of Champlain during the War of 1812. At this battle the 
Americans defeated a British force of fourteen thousand men. After he lost his  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
property in the war, Newel 
established himself as an 
Indian trader. Thereafter, he 
moved from Lake Michigan 
and located in Painesville, 
Ohio, where he began work-

ing for Algernon Sidney Gilbert as a store clerk and where he learned bookkeeping. He 
later became a junior partner with Gilbert in the mercantile firm of Gilbert & Whitney, 
with headquarters in Kirtland, Ohio. He married Elizabeth Smith in 1822 and she later 
recorded their history.   

Above and right: Other views of the Marlboro Meetinghouse 
and of the gravestones of Samuel and Phebe Whitney. The 
Whitneys were among the most influential families in early 
Marlboro. Below: Gravestones of Samuel (1772-1846), son of 
Samuel Whitney (5th Great-Granduncle), and his wife, Susan-
na Kimball (1767-1859), in Kirtland, Ohio. Samuel was the 
father of Newel K. Whitney.          
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“He was a young man who had come out west to seek his fortune. He had thrift and 
energy and accumulated property faster than most of his associates. Indeed, he became 

proverbial as being lucky in all his undertakings. He had been trading at Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, buying furs and skins from the Indians and trappers for the eastern 
market, and exchanging them for goods suitable to the wants of the people in that 
locality. In his travels to and from New York he passed through the country where we 
resided; we met and became attached to each other, and my aunt granting her full 
approval, we were married. Our tastes and feelings were congenial, and we were a 
happy couple with bright prospects in store. We prospered in all efforts to accumulate 
wealth; so much so that among our friends it came to be remarked that ‘nothing of N. 
K. Whitney’s ever got lost on the lake, and no product of his was ever low in the mar-
ket.’” 
 
Newel and his wife joined the Campbellites, but converted to The Church of Jesus Christ  

Top right: Newel K. Whitney (grandson of Samuel Whitney, 5th Great-Granduncle). Above 
right: Home of Newel in Kirtland, Ohio, in the early 1830s (2014). Top and above left: Store 
owned by Newel in Kirtland. This dry goods store was the headquarters for The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, for a short time in the early 1830s. Newel K. Whitney became one of 
the most prominent members of the early church and Joseph Smith lived with him for a time.   
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Top right: State Historical Marker 
in Sharon County, Vermont, noting 
the birthplace of Joseph Smith. 
Above: Writing desk owned by Ne-
wel K. Whitney, now in the Joseph 
Smith Store in Nauvoo, Illinois. 
Right: Horace Whitney and Orson 
Whitney (far right), sons of Newel K. 
Whitney. Both were in the first 
pioneer company to Utah in 1847. 
This is still a mark of honor to 
Utah citizens today.    

 

of Latter-day Saints in November 1830. Elizabeth Whitney related what happened 
prior to this time. 
 

“One night, it was midnight—
my husband and I were in our 
house at Kirtland, praying to the Father to be shown the way, when the Spirit rested 
upon us and a cloud overshadowed the house. It was as though we were out of doors. 
The house passed away from our vision. We were wrapped in the cloud. A solemn awe 
pervaded us. We saw the cloud and felt the Spirit of the Lord. Then we heard a voice 
out of the cloud saying, ‘Prepare to receive the word of the Lord, for it is coming.’ At 
this we marveled greatly, but from that moment we knew that the word of the Lord was 
coming to Kirtland.” 
 
In February 1831 Joseph Smith came into Newel’s store and introduced himself and 
said, “You have prayed me here; now what do you want of me.” Joseph and his wife 
lived with the Whitneys for a number of weeks and according to Joseph, “Received 
every kindness and attention that could be expected.” Later while living in the Whitney 
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home and store, Joseph Smith received a number of important revelations. Elizabeth 
Whitney recorded, “I remarked to my husband that this was the fulfillment of the vision 
we had seen of a cloud, as of glory, resting upon our house.” 
 
Newel was called to be a bishop for the church in December 1831. When told of his 
new calling Newel said, “I cannot see a Bishop in myself, Brother Joseph; but if you 
say it’s the Lord’s will, I’ll try.” Joseph replied, “You need not take my word alone.  
Go and ask Father for yourself.” Newel followed this advice and prayed for an answer.  
He said he heard a voice from Heaven that said, “Thy strength is in me.” Newel was 
satisfied with the answer and accepted his calling as a bishop.  
  
Newel remained faithful to Joseph Smith and the church all of his life. He converted his 
father, Samuel Whitney (son of Samuel Whitney, 5th Great-Granduncle), his mother, and 
several relatives. His father and mother both moved to Kirtland, where they died.   
 
Newel traveled to Missouri with Joseph Smith in 1832 and broke his leg in Indiana 
while returning home. That same year, he served a mission to Albany, New York City 
and Boston. He attended the School of the Prophets, worked on the Kirtland Temple 
and traveled backed to New York to purchase goods for his store. In 1838, Newel 
moved to Missouri, settled in Illinois, returned to Kirtland to complete unfinished 
business, then moved to Nauvoo, Illinois, where he settled in 1839.   
 
Newel was appointed bishop of the Nauvoo Middle Ward in October 1839, and 
officiated in that capacity until called to be the Presiding Bishop of the church in April 
1847. He was also appointed trustee-in-trust for the church. 
 
Newel officiated when his oldest daughter, Sarah, became the wife of Joseph Smith, in 
1842. Newel saved Section 132 of the Doctrine and Covenants from being lost by having a 
second copy made. He gave the copy to Brigham Young in Winter Quarters, Nebraska, in 1847. 
 
Two of Newel’s sons, Horace K. Whitney (1823-1884) and Orson K. Whitney (1830-
1884), were part of the first pioneer company to enter Salt Lake Valley in 1847. Newel 
stayed behind to oversee emigration on the frontier. The following year he led a com-
pany across the plains to Salt Lake Valley, arriving October 8, 1848. He died two years 
later of bilious pleurisy on September 23, 1850, at his home on City Creek in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. He had fourteen children. (LDS Biographical Encyclopedia, Volume 1, 
pages 222-227, by Andrew Jenson.) 
 
Horace Kimball Whitney (1823-1884) (son of Newel K. Whitney) was one of the 143 
men, 3 women and 2 children comprising the first pioneer company to leave Elkhorn 
River April 7, 1847, and arrive in Salt Lake Valley, July 24, 1847.    
  
“Horace Whitney was well educated and an expert mathematician and musician, he  
joined the first company and was assigned by his father to help prepare a place for the 
rest of his family. His brother Orson K. Whitney accompanied him. The rest of the family  
arrived October 8, 1848. He served as a major in the Topographical Engineers of the 
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Above: Home of Nathaniel Whitney (5th Great-
Granduncle), built in 1777, in Marlboro, Vermont; 
2006. Right: Stream that flows through Nathaniel’s 
property, near his house.   

Nauvoo Legion. When Johnston’s army marched through the empty Salt Lake City in 
1858, he was one of the guards who stood ready to burn the city if the army stopped. He 
was for many years a member of the Deseret Dramatic Association, both at the Social 
Hall and the Salt Lake Theatre. A gifted musician, he played in the orchestra. He learned 

the printer’s trade while in Nauvoo and when the 
Deseret News was founded in 1850, he set the type 
for the first edition and became its first printer. He served in the management of the 
newspaper for 21 years, a period of tremendous growth for the newspaper. He died 
November 22, 1884, in Salt Lake City, Utah, at age 61” (Deseret News 1997-98 Church 
Almanac, “Biographies of the Original 1847 Pioneer Company,” page 155). 

 
Orson K. Whitney (1830-1884) (son of Newel K. Whitney) assisted his brother, Horace 
Whitney, in preparing a place for his father’s family in Salt Lake Valley in 1847.   
 
“After the death of his father in 1850, Orson was called on a mission to Hawaii. A cabinetmaker, 
he earned his way to Hawaii without purse or scrip, arriving in Hawaii in August 1854. He 
worked at a few jobs, such as making coffins, to support himself in his missionary work. When 
his mission was over, he again worked to earn passage back to the mainland. Upon his return, he 
assisted the Utah infantry in Echo Canyon in November 1857. Later he fought in Indian 
skirmishes around Provo and Pleasant Grove in Utah County. He was known as a daring 
and adventurous frontiersman. He died in Salt Lake City July 31, 1884, at age 54” (Deseret 
News 1997-98 Church Almanac, “Biographies of the Original 1847 Pioneer Company,” page 155).   
                        
Ephraim Newton published an account of Nathaniel Whitney’s (5th Great-Granduncle; 
1749-1829) life in the Vermont Historical Magazine under “Marlboro,” pages 444-445. 
 
“Captain Nathaniel Whitney, son of Samuel of Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, when a young man 
of 20 years, with his brother, Samuel, Jr., was induced by the invitation of Colonel William 
Williams to visit Marlboro in November 1769. After spending a few days he returned to his 
parents and made a proposal to the young lady to whom he was afterwards married, whom he 
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Top and middle: Home of Nathaniel Whitney. Above: Origi-
nal fireplace inside Nathaniel’s home; July 2002. To support 
the fireplace a massive amount of brick was used in the 
basement. Right: Old photographs of Nathaniel’s home.    

 

left a widow (well provided for) after over 50 years of married life. March 1770, his father carried 
his sons, Samuel, Jr. and Nathaniel to Marlboro; left them and returned to Massachusetts.”   
 

“Captain Nathaniel put up a log camp in the 
woods and commenced clearing. In this 
camp he spent his next two summers. He 
had to bring the meal on his back, 15 miles.  
Captain Whitney built the first framed 
house in town, which he occupied a few            

years and sold for Continental paper 
money. He suffered almost a total loss 
of his sale. In this impoverished con-
dition, he began anew by purchasing of 
Charles Philips the whole right of Num-
ber 23, in 1777. The land adjoining he 
purchased of Perez Stockwell, where he 
again settled, strove and spent his life. 
He was an influential citizen. As a hun-
ter and a trapper no one excelled him.” 
 
“From notes penned 40 years since 
by himself: ‘In the autumn of 1773, 
brother Samuel and myself are to go 

out hunting at the first suitable fall of snow. In November a few inches of snow had  
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fallen, when I repaired to my brother and found him sick, feeling himself too feeble to 
engage in the chase. In the morning I took my brother’s dog with my own, and went in 

the woods. Bear tracks were plenty; the dogs took 
one, but at night I returned to my brother, and found 
him not as well. In the morning I again took his dog 
and entered the forest. At that time all was a howl-
ing wilderness, without a single settlement. I took a 
westerly course, and saw a monstrous track of a bear, larger than I ever before saw. I 
returned to the house and persuaded brother Samuel to go and see it. We were both 
exceedingly surprised.’   
 
‘We pursued it nearly to the top of the hill, in the west part of the town near Wilmington 
line. I let the dogs go. In a few minutes they entered a thicket and roared tremendously. 
I flung off my pack and pursued with all speed down the hill near Wilmington Pond to 
Deerfield River. The bear and dogs had crossed. By taking some pains I found a tree 
which had fallen across the stream, on which I found a safe passage, and soon 
discovered that Samuel’s dog had treed the bear. I then leveled my gun and fired 
directly at his head. He dodged a little, came down, struck brother Samuel’s dog with 
his paw and laid him stiff, and again ascended the tree. I fired the second time at his 
body. He instantly slid down the tree and moved off with two streams of blood flowing,  
one on each side. I shot at him the third time, and put the ball through his body. I 

Top left: View of the Vermont 
countryside from the back of 
Nathaniel Whitney’s home. Left: 
Main living room inside the home; 
2002. Above: Gravestone of Mary 
Houghton Whitney (5th Great-
Grandaunt), wife of Nathaniel 
Whitney (5th Great-Granduncle), 
in East Marlboro Cemetery, 1995. 
Mary lived to be 93 years old. 
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shot the fourth ball through his middle, shot the 5th through his head and the bear 
yielded. Enormous creature. The bear was so heavy that in ascending and descending 

the tree, he tore his nails off to the quick. The next day I succeeded in obtaining help in 
drawing the animal and carrying him home. After being dressed and carried home, the 
meat weighed 466 pounds. This was the first bear I ever killed and probably the largest 
ever killed in Vermont.’” 

 
“Captain Whitney was fond of the exciting scenes of the hunter’s life, even until his 
hair was whitened by age. In recounting his success as a sportsman, he said he thought, 
but could not tell exactly, that he had killed not less than 100 bears, 100 deer, one 
moose and 14 wolves, to say nothing of the multitude of lighter game.”  

Above: Gravestone of Nathaniel 
Whitney (5th Great-Granduncle). The 
inscription reads: “NATHANIEL / 
WHITNEY / Died June 6, 1829 / aged 
80 years.” Top right: East Marlboro 
Cemetery, where Nathaniel Whitney is 
buried. The ladies in the cemetery 
are direct-descendants of Nathaniel, 
who were visiting Marlboro from 
New York on the same day as my visit 
in 1995. Right: Two views of Marl-
boro Cemetery, where Elizabeth 
Hastings Whitney (6th Great-Grand-
mother) and her son, Jonas Whitney 
(5th Great-Granduncle), are buried.    



The Whitney, Bemis, Cutter, Hagar, Reynolds, and Robinson Families  
 
 

46

Above: Gravestone of Elizabeth Hast-
ings Whitney (6th Great-Grandmother) 
in Marlboro, Vermont. The inscription 
reads: “In Memory of / Mrs. Elizabeth / 
Wife of Mr. / Samuel Whitney / of 
Shruefberry / Maff., who died / Octr 
24th, 1800 in / the 84th Year of / her 
Age.” Left: Gravestones of Elizabeth 
Whitney and Deliverance Houghton 
(both 6th Great-Grandmothers).   

“He was a staunch Whig and took a decided stand for the Revolution. On hearing of 
the Battle of Lexington, he and Captain James Warren took their muskets and started 
for the American camp. It 
will be remembered he was 
also on the guard over the 
Bennington prisoners, after 
that battle in which he shared.  
At the close of the campaign 
he returned to his family and 
his farm. He took a lively in-
terest in the prosperity of the 
town, also in the Congrega-
tional church of which he was 
a worthy member. His family 
has been widely dispersed. But 
few of their descendants re-
main to cherish their memory.”  

 
Nathaniel served as an officer 
during the Revolutionary War.  
He was a lieutenant and a 
captain in Warren’s Vermont 
Company in 1782. (DAR Index, 
page 3201.)  
 
Reverend Ephraim H. Newton 
provided other details of Na-
thaniel’s life in The History of 
the Town of Marlborough, 
Vermont, pages 265-269. 

 

“In 1770 Captain Nathaniel Whitney 
put him up a log camp in the woods 
and commenced clearing his new farm. 

In this camp he spent the next two summers, ambitious and toilsome in his new field of 
labor. At his request, Mrs. Col. Williams cooked for him a week’s provision at a time,  
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Above: Gravestone of Tamar Houghton 
Whitney (5th Great-Grandaunt; 1754-
1831), wife of Jonas Whitney (5th Great-
Granduncle) in Marlboro Cemetery. The 
inscription reads: “TAMAR WHITNEY / 
Wife of Deacon Jonas Whitney / Died 
March 31, 1831 aged / 77 years.” Right: 
Gravestone of Lucy Whitney Sherman (5th 
Great-Grandaunt) in Barre, Vermont. 
The inscription on her gravestone reads: 
“In Memory of / Mrs. Lucy Sherman / 
wife of / Asaph Sherman Esq. / who 
departed this / life August 13, 1809 / aged 
65 Years. / She left 5 children / & 49 
grandchildren. / Friend, Physicians could 
not free / Her mortal body from the grave / 
Nor can the grave contain it there / When 
Christ doth call her to appear.”   

and he returned to his camp and spent the week in hard labor upon its nourishment. His 
principle living was pork and peas and beans, with a comfortable supply of bread, and 

occasionally with the additional luxury of 
trout and wild game. For his bread he brought 
the meal upon his back from Brattleboro, 
Colerain, or Greenfield, Vermont, distances of 
10, 15, and 20 miles.” 
 
“On these premises, Captain Whitney built 
the first framed dwelling house erected in 
town, which he occupied for a few years, and 
then sold his possessions for continental paper 
money, which depreciated so much in value 
that he suffered almost total loss of his sale.  
In this impoverished condition he began 

anew…purchasing 472 acres of land on March 28, 1777. It is supposed he sold the 
western half of this purchase to his brother, Eliphalet Whitney (5th Great-Grand-
father), retaining the eastern half to him. On this purchase he began anew, again settled, 
became a thriving farmer and an influential and highly esteemed citizen. Here he spent 
the remainder of his days.”     
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Left: Gravestone of Asaph Sherman, husband of 
Lucy Whitney (5th Great-Grandaunt). The in-
scription reads: “In memory of / Asaph Sherman / 
Esq. Who died/ June 21, 1810 / aged 69 years. / 
Come unto me all ye / That labour & are heavy / 
Laden & the Lord / will give you rest.” Asaph 
was a Revolutionary War soldier. Above: Sher-
man plot in Wilson Cemetery, Barre, Vermont, 
1999.   

“As a hunter no one in town excelled him. As a trapper, he was artful, and seldom failed 
of success. As an angler, he was sly and not infrequently would find himself heavily 
laden with a fine string of trout. With his gun he was cautious, and with untiring patience 
would he pursue game with his dogs a favorable issue.”   

 

“In 1777 Mr. Gershom C. Lyman, then a can-
didate for the ministry, in the vigor of his youth-
ful manhood, accompanied Capt. Whitney on a 
hunting excursion and fortunately killed a 
fawn. Young Lyman started in the morning full 

of life, but before night was much exhausted by his long chase and 
the fatigue of the day. The facetious Captain asked his young 
minister what is meant in holy writ by a ‘Cunning hunter.’ Mr. 
Lyman promptly replied, ‘he thought it must be one who did not 
hunt too much.’” 

 
Nathaniel and his wife, Mary Houghton (1751-1844) of Lancaster, 
Massachusetts, were the parents of thirteen children: Nathaniel 
(1771-1771), Molly (1772-1774), Dolly (1774; married at the age 
of fifteen), Molly (1776-1783), Luther (1777), Nathaniel (1779), 
Solomon (1781), Chloe (1783-1803), Charlotte (1785), Rhoda 
(1787-1848), Zilpah (1789), Betsey (1791) and Clark Whitney (1794-1814). All of their 
children were born in Marlboro, Vermont, except their oldest, Nathaniel, who was born 
in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. 
 
Nathaniel was buried in the King Cemetery in east Marlboro, Vermont. The inscrip- 
tion on his gravestone reads: “NATHANIEL / WHITNEY / Died June 6, 1829. / aged 80  
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Left: Three views of the Benning-
ton Battlefield in July 2002. Top 
right: Painting depicting the Brit-
ish prisoners at Bennington after 
the battle. Capt. Nathaniel Whit-
ney (5th Great-Granduncle) fought 
in the battle and guarded the 
prisoners. Some of his brothers 
may have also fought in this bat-
tle. Above: Original Bennington “76” 
flag in the Bennington Museum.     

years.” The inscription on his wife’s gravestone reads: “MARY / Wife of Nathaniel / 
WHITNEY / Died / Sept. 22, 1841 / Age 93 years, 3 months.” 
 
Colonel William Williams, who encouraged Nathaniel Whitney and his brothers, Samuel 
and Jonas, to move from Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, (“who were always regarded 

                                                                                                    
as the most useful and influential 
citizens of Marlborough”) to Marl-
boro, Vermont, built a handsome 
framed building in the town. His 
home is still standing today in 
excellent condition, and is known 
as “The Colonel Williams’ Inn.” It 
is owned and operated by Tom and 
Denise Ware (1999). Colonel Wil-
liams was active in the French and 
Indian War and in the Revolut-

ionary War. He led a regiment at the Battle of Bennington on August 16, 1777. (History 
of Eastern Vermont: Biographical Sketches, pages 728-730, by Hall.)   
 
Jonas Whitney (5th Great-Granduncle; 1751-1842) married Tamar Houghton (1754-
1831) of Lancaster, Massachusetts, in 1773, and settled in Marlboro, Vermont. When she  
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died at the age of 77, she was the first to expire of her ten brothers and sisters. Jonas 
served as a selectman for Marlboro, Vermont, in 1779. He was a patriot during the Rev-
olutionary War, while living in Vermont and New York. (DAR Index, page 3200.)   
 
Jonas and Tamar were the parents 
of twelve children: Sally (1774), 
Cinda (1776), Lucy (1778, who 
married General Jonathan Smith), 
Tamar (1779), Jonas (1781-1781),  

 

Julia (1782-1786), Irene (1784), Roxy (1786), Julia (1788), Jonas, Jr. (1791, who married 
Lovicy, daughter of Captain Nahum Houghton), Lyman (1793-1826) and Dewey Whitney (1796).  
 
Lucy Whitney (5th Great-Grandaunt; born 1744) married Asaph Sherman. He was a 
soldier during the Revolutionary War, serving as a lieutenant in Captain Drury’s 
Massachusetts Company in 1775. Lucy and Asaph are buried beside each other in Wilson 
Cemetery in Barre, Vermont. My brother Ron and I visited their graves in 1999. The 
inscription on Lucy’s gravestone states that she was the mother of five children and 
grandmother of forty-nine children at the time of her death. The city of Barre is located in 
beautiful, upper state Vermont.    
 

 

Top right: Richard Martin and his daughter, Rebecca, direct-descendants of Relief Whitney 
Tinker. They are standing beside the gravestones of Relief and Ralph Tinker (4th Great-Grand-
parents) in Mt. Pisgah Cemetery, Pike County, Missouri, in 1997. Above right: Overview of Mt. 
Pisgah Cemetery. Relief and Ralph are buried on the far left-hand side of this picture. Top and 
above left: Church and ancient graveyard in Oxford, Massachusetts, where Israel Whitney (6th 
Great-Granduncle; 1710-1746) is probably buried (no gravestone).      
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Eliphalet Whitney, Fifth Great-Grandfather 
 
Eliphalet Whitney (5th Great-Grandfather; 1757-1832) was born and raised in Shrews-
bury, Massachusetts. After his marriage in 1776 to Lois Houghton (5th Great-Grandmother; 

1756-1838), he moved to Marlboro, Vermont.  
(This is confirmed in The History of the 
Town of Marlborough, Vermont, page 261, 
by Rev. Ephraim H. Newton, published 1860.)  
 

Eliphalet and Lois were the parents 
of seven children, all but the youngest 
were born in Marlboro, Vermont: 
Polly Whitney (1778-1835; married 
Ebenezer Shaw), Annis Whitney 
(1780-1841; married Seth Haskins), 
Lois Whitney (1782-1853; married 
John Campbell), Lydia Whitney 
(1784-1842; married Ozias Board-
man), Relief “Leafy” Whitney 
(1786-1861), William Whitney 
(1788), and Betsy H. Whitney (1791/ 
1792-1877; married Benoni Shaw).     

Left: Whitney family sites in Vermont (north to south): 
Morristown, Barre, Waitsfield, and Marlboro. Above: 
Whitney family sites in Pike County, Missouri. Maps 
courtesy of Rand McNally and Company, Copyright 
 2003. Below: “To Eliphalet Whitney / and Lois his 
wife / 1778 Febry 17 Polly Born / 1780 Janry 24 Annis 
Born / 1782 Febry 16 Lois Born / 1784 Febry 26 Lydia 
Born / 1786 May 29 Leafy Born / 1788 March 17 
William Born” (Marlboro, Vermont, Town Record, 
Volume 1). Some pages of the original record are in 
poor condition. This is conclusive evidence that Relief 
“Leafy” Whitney (4th Great-Grandmother) was the 
daughter of Eliphalet and Lois Houghton Whitney 
and that she was born in Marlboro, Vermont.  
Note: Betsy Whitney, youngest child of Eliphalet 
and Lois, was born after they moved from Marl-
boro to Massachusetts, or elsewhere in Vermont. 
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The area in and around the town of Marlboro, Vermont, began to be settled about 1763.  
The town never had a large population, but many Whitney and Houghton relatives 

settled in Marlboro. The 
town’s resolutions on 
May 22, 1775, reflected 
the people’s attitude “to-
ward the impending war 
with Great Britain.” At 
this meeting they stated 
that they were willing 
to personally sacrifice 
everything they had in 
order to win their in-
dependence.   
 
“Resolved, we will, each  

 

of us, at the expense of our lives and for-
tunes, to the last extremity, unite and oppose 
the last cruel unjust and arbitrary acts of the 
British Parliament passed for the sole pur-
pose of raising a revenue; Resolved, we will 
be contented and subject to the Hon. Conti-
nental Congress in all things which they 
shall resolve for the peace, safety and wel-
fare of the American colonies” (Vermont 
Historical Magazine, “Marlboro,” page 441, 
by Ephraim Newton).    
 
Eliphalet was a soldier in the Revolutionary 
War, serving in Captain Warren’s Vermont 
Company. He probably fought at the Battle 
of Bennington.   
 
Eliphalet moved back to Shrewsbury by 
1790, was living in Hartland, Windsor, 
Vermont, in 1800, but soon after 1800 had 
settled in Morristown, Lamoille County, in 
upper state Vermont. He was one of the early settlers of Morristown and lived 
there for the rest of his life. He and Lois were buried beside each other in Plain’s 

Above and right: Gravestone of Eliphalet 
Whitney (5th Great-Grandfather) in Plain’s 
Cemetery, Morristown, Vermont; May 2006. 
The inscription reads: “Eliphalet Whit / ney 
died Septr / 10th 1832, / aged 75 years.”   
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Cemetery in Morristown; Eliphalet died on September 10, 1832, and Lois on July 
25, 1838.  
 

                                                                       
Polly Whitney (4th Great-Grandaunt; 1778-
1835) married Ebenezer Shaw (1773-1866)  
and lived in Morristown, Vermont, where 
they were buried beside each other in Plain’s 
Cemetery. “Ebenezer Shaw was born in Mid-
dlebury, Massachusetts, April 20, 1773. He 
moved with his father to Rochester, Massa-
chusetts—from thence to Woodstock, Ver-

mont—from Woodstock to Shrewsbury. At Shrewsbury, he married Miss Polly Whitney, daughter 
of Eliphalet Whitney, August 30, 1796. The next winter he moved to Hartland and from Hartland to 
Morristown in February 1800. While living in Woodstock he learned the tanner’s trade, and 
also the shoemaker’s trade, and was the first tanner and shoemaker that lived and carried on 
that business in Morristown. His wife, Polly, died in 1835, age 58, being the mother of 12  

 

Above: Gravestone of Lois Houghton Whitney 
(5th Great-Grandmother) in Plain’s Cemetery, 
Morristown, Vermont; 2006. The inscription 
reads: “LOIS / Relict of Eliphalet / Whitney 
died / July 25, 1838 / in her 82 year.” Right: 
Two views of Plain’s Cemetery and a nearby 
lake. Eliphalet and Lois Whitney (5th Great-
Grandparents), Polly Whitney (4th Great-
Grandaunt), her husband, Ebenezer Shaw, 
and many of their children; Annis Whitney 
(4th Great-Grandaunt), and her husband, Seth 
Haskins, are buried in Plain’s Cemetery.   
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children, 6 of whom were married. He has now only one son living, 2 grandchildren 
and 3 great-grandchildren. He married his second wife, Abigail Sherwin, in 1836; she 

died in 1856. Mr. Shaw is now (1863) living 
in his 90th year” 
(Vermont Historical 
Magazine, page 686).  
Ebenezer died three 
years after his 
biography was 
written in 1866.   
 
In History of Mor-
ristown, pages 
32 and 55, Anna 
Mower related that 
Ebenezer Shaw was 
the first Universalist 
in Morristown “and 
one of the pillars 

of that church. He took the lead in calling a 
meeting which convened in a barn at the Corners.”   
Miss Mower goes on to repeat that Polly 
Whitney was his first wife and “daughter of 
Eliphalet Whitney, who was also the father-in-
law of three other early Morristown settlers, 

Benoni Shaw, Seth Haskins and Ozias Boardman. Young Shaw and his bride settled 
on land given him by his father-in-law and kept in his family until after the death of his  

This page: Gravestones of Polly Whitney Shaw (4th Great-Grandaunt; 1778-1835), her husband, 
Ebenezer Shaw (1773-1866), and four of their children: Charles Shaw (1820-1847), Cyrene 
Shaw (1813-1826), Ebenezer Shaw (1815-1818) and Relief Shaw (1811-1832). All are buried in 
Plain’s Cemetery.   
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grandson, Charles. It was occupied in 1935 by W. G. Lepper and Son. His son, Edwin 
H. Shaw, born in 1818, married Pelina Gay, and their son Charles, remained on the 
home place until his death in 1913. His widow, Helen Bliss Shaw, was a resident of 
Morristown until her removal to Burlington, in 1932, but they left no descendants.”            

 

Annis Whitney (4th Great-Grandaunt; 
1773/1782-1840) married Seth Has-  
 

 
kins (1777-1860), “an early settler of Morristown, Vermont.” 
Annis and Seth lived the rest of their lives in Morristown and 

were buried beside each other in Plain’s Cemetery near Annis’ father-in-law, Eliphalet 
Whitney. At least three of their children are buried next to them: Cynthia Haskins (1813-
1834), Eliva A. Haskins (1815-1819), and Lois Haskins (1794-1860).    
 
Lois Whitney (4th Great-Grandaunt; 1782-1853) married Captain John Campbell  
(1778/1779-1853) in June 1801 in Morristown, Vermont. They later moved about thirty  

Above: Gravestones of Bradley Shaw (1809-1828; son 
of Polly Whitney, 4th Great-Grandaunt) and Abigail 
Shaw (1786-1856; second wife of Ebenezer Shaw). 
Right: Gravestones of Eliphalet and Lois Whitney. 
Below: Gravestone of William Whitney (1825-1852; 
probable son of William Whitney, 4th Great-Grand-
uncle) and drawing of Morristown, Vermont in the 
late 1800s, looking south. All monuments are in 
Plain’s Cemetery.         
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miles southwest of Morristown to Waitsfield, Vermont, where Lois died on February 10, 
1853. They are both buried in Waitsfield Common Cemetery, which has wonderful 

views of the mountains. John probably 
served as a captain during the War of 1812.              

 

Lydia Whitney (4th Great-Grandaunt; 1784-
1842) married Ozias Boardman (1774-1843) 
in Morristown, Vermont. Ozias’ father had 

purchased land in the Cady’s Falls area of Morristown about 1792, but died before 
settling there. So Ozias 
“came in 1793 at the age 
of nineteen to examine the 
land his father had bought.  
He remained during the 
summer, working for Aaron 
Hurd, and the March fol-
lowing he returned with his 
brother, William, making 
the trip with an ox team by 
way of Lake Champlain 
and the Lamoille Valley. 
They settled on lots sixty-
three and sixty-four and the 
next spring the two other 
brothers Elisha and Alfred 
came with their mother. 
From that time on the 
Boardmans were intimately 
associated with the develop-
ment of the town. When the sons were married, they asked their mother to choose with 

 
Top left: Morristown, Vermont; May 2006. Eliphalet Whitney 
(5th Great-Grandfather) lived in Morristown from about 1800 
until his death in 1832. Top right: Morristown in 1860 and 1904. 
Above: Lamoille River in Morristown.     
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whom she would live. She replied: ‘Elisha has too much public business and cannot 
well attend to his home affairs. William is a good son, but careless and will leave the 
bars down, exposing the crops, but Ozias always 
puts up the bars.’ So it seems probable that she  

went to dwell with Ozias” (History of 
Morristown, page 27, by Anna Mow-
er, published 1935).        
 
Lydia and Ozias lived the rest of their 
lives in Morristown, but all of their 

children “went West except their eldest son, Almond Boardman. Almond (1807-1891) 
married Jemima Goodell and remained on the home place. Of his five children only two 
grew to maturity here, Cornelia, who married Leander Small, an attorney at Hyde Park 
(Vermont), and Ellen, who married Albert L. Noyes of that town” (Ibid, page 28).  
 
Lydia Whitney Boardman and Ozias are buried beside each other in Lakeview Cemetery 
not far from their home in Morristown. Five of their children died as infants and are 

Above: Close-up of northern Vermont 
and the towns of Morrisville (Morris-
town), Barre, and Waitsfield. Map 
courtesy of Rand McNally. Left: 
Three views of the countryside sur-
rounding Morristown; looking south-
east (top), east (middle), and west of 
town; May 2006.        
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buried next to them: Amanda Boardman (1804-1809), Cyrene Boardman (1804-1809), 
Plooma Boardman (1820-1821), and two unnamed daughters (born 1811 and 1815).  
Almond Boardman (1807-1891) and his wife, 
Jemima Goodell Boardman, are also buried 
in Lakeview Cemetery.     
 
William Whitney (4th 
Great-Granduncle; 
born 1788) lived 
for many years in 
Morristown, but 
probably moved 
elsewhere for his 
burial is not recorded 
in any of the local 
cemeteries. There 
is a William Whitney 
(1825-1852) buried 
in Plain’s Cemetery 
in Morristown, 
who is certainly 
his son.   
 
Betsy H. Whitney (4th Great-Grandaunt; 1791/1792-

1877), youngest child of Eliphalet and Lois 
Whitney, married Benoni Shaw (1787-1857), 
the son of Chrispus Shaw (1763-1845). Chris-
pus Shaw was born in Nova Scotia, Canada, but 
moved at an early age to Shutesbury, Massachu-
setts, and later to Morristown, Vermont, where 
he died. Betsy and Benoni Shaw are buried be-
side each other in Mt. View Cemetery near Mor-
ristown Corners. This is one of the most beau-
tifully situated cemeteries anywhere in Amer-
ica, with mountain views in every direction.      

 

Above: Gravestones of Lydia Whitney (4th 
Great-Grandaunt) and her husband, Ozias 
Boardman (1784-1843), in Lakeview Cem-
etery (left), Morristown, Vermont; May 
2006. Her inscription reads: “LYDIA / 
wife of / Ozias Boardman / Died / Nov. 
22, 1842 / In the 59 year / of her age.”    
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Top left: Gravestones of Lydia Whitney and her husband, Ozias Board-
man. Top right: Barre, Vermont, after a Fourth of July parade in 1888. 
Lucy Whitney (5th Great-Grandaunt; 1744-1809) and her husband, 
Asaph Sherman (1741-1810) lived and died in Barre. Above: Lamoille 
River and falls in Morristown, Vermont; May 2006.         
 

Relief Whitney, Fourth Great-Grandmother 
 

Relief Whitney (4th Great-Grandmother; 1786-1861) was 
nicknamed “Leafy” by her parents. Relief was a little girl when 

her family moved 
from Marlboro, Vermont, 
and later she thought 
that she was born 
in Marlborough, 
Massachusetts, because 
her mother and 
father were born 
in Massachusetts.  
Even the inscription 
on her tombstone 
reads that she was 
born in Marlborough, 
Massachuset ts .   
Nevertheless, birth 
records clearly show 
that she was born 
in Marlboro, Vermont 
(see parents’ history). 
 
She married Ralph 
Tinker (4th Great-
Grandfather; 1781-
1856) in Worthing-
ton, Hampshire County, Massachusetts, in 1803. Subsequently, they moved to Morris-
town, Lamoille County, Vermont, where her husband practiced medicine. She was a 
midwife and an expert weaver. In 1823 they moved to Hardin County, Kentucky, and 
seven years later, they established a farm about four miles west of downtown Bowling 
Green in Pike County, Missouri. Here they prospered and lived out the rest of their lives.  
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Relief and Ralph were the parents of nine children: Houghton Tinker (1804), Elizabeth 

“Betsy” Tinker (1806-1850/1860), Edwin 
Buckingham Tinker (1808-1839), Col. Orwin 

Cullen Tinker (1810-1893), 
Erasmus D. Tinker (1812-died 
young), Mary Tinker (1813-
1817), Charles Whitney Tin-
ker (1815-1879), Eliphalet 
Dewey Tinker (1817-1891) 
and Taletha Cumey Tinker 
(1820-1828). Their seven old-
est children were born in Mor-
ristown, Lamoille County, Ver-
mont. Eliphalet and Taletha 
were born in Hardin County, 
Kentucky.   
 
(See Ralph Tinker, Fourth Great-
Grandfather, for more details 
of Relief Whitney’s life.) 
 
Additional Sources 
 
• New England Families, page 133, by William R. Cutter.  
 
• Genealogies of the Families and Descendants of the Early Settlers of Watertown,  

Left and above: Mountain View Cemetery 
in Morristown, Vermont; May 2006. Below: 
Gravestones of Betsey H. Whitney (4th 
Great-Grandaunt; 1792-1877) and her hus-
band, Benoni Shaw, who are both buried in 
Mt. View. Betsey and Benoni lived most of 
their lives in Morristown. The inscriptions 
read: “BETSEY H. / WIFE OF / B. SHAW / 
DIED / May 22, 1877. AE. 85 yrs.” [and] 
“BENONI SHAW / DIED / JULY 17, 1857 / 
aged 70 years.”           
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Massachusetts, Including Waltham and Weston, by Henry Bond, M.D., published 
1855. 
 
• Crossroads on the Charles, A His-

tory of Watertown, Massachusetts, 
by Maud Hodges, published 1980. 

 

• New England Family Genealogical 
and Memorial, Volumes 1-3, pages 
719-720, by William Cutter, pub-
lished 1915. 

 
• Soldiers, Sailors, and Patriots of 

the Revolutionary War—Vermont, 
page, 564.   

 
• The Cutter Family of New England, 

pages 1-35, by William Cutter. 
 
• Epitaphs from the Old Burying 

Ground in Groton, Massachusetts, by Samuel A. Green, pages 1 and 3.  
 
• The Town of Arlington Past and Present, 1637 to 1907, pages 30-32, by Charles 

Parker, published 1907. 

Above: Gravestones of Annis Whitney (4th 
Great-Grandaunt) and her husband, Seth Has-
kins, in Plain’s Cemetery; July 2006. The in-
scriptions read: “ANNIS / wife of / Seth Haskins / 
died Dec. 31, 1840. / AE. 67 years.” [and] “SETH 
HASKINS / DIED / Jan. 19, 1860. / aged 83 yrs.”  
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• Gershom Cutter’s home, 1146 Massachusetts Avenue, Arlington, Massachusetts.    
 
• Tom and Denise Ware, P. O. Box 275, Marlboro, Vermont, 05344; (802) 257-1093.  

Owners and operators of The Colonel Williams’ Inn in Marlboro, Vermont.  
 

• Nora Wilson, Town Clerk, P. O. 
Box E, Marlboro, VT 05344.  

 

 

 
Additional Whitney 

History 
 
The rec-
o r d  o f  
the mar-
riage be-
tween Wil-
liam Rob-
inson (born 
about 1640) 

and Elizabeth Cutter (born July 15, 1645) (8th Great-Grand-
parents) can no longer be found, however the union is proved 
in the Middlesex County Probate and Deeds. In 1726/1727 
William Robinson’s children: William, Jonathan, Elizabeth 
Gregory, and Mercy Robinson released to John and Samuel 
Cutter all claim to Richard Cutter’s estate, being the right of 
their mother, Elizabeth Robinson, deceased, unto the estate of her father, Richard Cutter. 
Richard Cutter had a second daughter named Elizabeth, whom he mentioned in his will 
as Elizabeth Hall. In 1728 she quitclaimed her right in her father’s estate to her two 
nephews, John and Samuel Cutter (5/39:113119).  

Top left: View of countryside from Waitsfield, Ver-
mont; May 2006. Top right: Waitsfield town center. 
Above: Waitsfield Village covered bridge constructed 
in 1833. Lois Whitney (4th Great-Grandaunt) and her 
husband, Capt. John Campbell, moved from Morris-
town to Waitsfield sometime after 1801 and lived 
there for the rest of their lives.             
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The last fact is the final bit of proof needed to verify that Richard had two daughters 
named Elizabeth and that William Robinson married the first of them (4/33:105).  

“Elizabeth Cutter Robinson must have died prior 
to 1693 as she is neither mentioned in her hus-

band’s will of that year 
nor was she mentioned 
in her father’s will of 
the same year.”   
 
William Robinson made 
a will dated March 22, 
1693. The will was 
witnessed on his death 
bed, in which he be-
queathed “unto my 
dafter (daughter) Eliz-
abeth Robinson all My 

Estate Lands 
goods & Chat-
tels here in 
Watertown” 
and states that 
“David and 

Jonathan My two children shall have thair (their) 
Maintenance And be Carefully brought up by My 
Dafter (daughter) herein before 
Named.” The will was witnes-
sed by Thomas Woolsen and 
Francis Fullam. In the will 
William Robinson, 21 years of 
age, Mercy Robinson, about 20 
years of age, and Samuel Rob-
inson, about 15 years of age, 
were left without mention.  
David, then 17 years old, was 
lame and helpless, and Jona-
than was 13 years of age. The 
will was presented for probate 
on June 26, 1693, but was dis-
allowed on account of inform-
ality, i.e. some of the children 
were left out. The witnesses later said that William Robinson declared that the “omission 
of his other children in said will was not for want of affection to yem (them), but only out 
of his tender Care for ye providing for his lame childe and also ye youngest that was not 
Capable to help itselfe.” The court allowed the moveable estate to go to Elizabeth, but 
ordered that the real property be divided among the heirs.                 

This page: Gravestones of Lois Whitney (4th Great-Grand-
aunt) and her husband, Capt. John Campbell, in Common 
Cemetery, Waitsfield; Vermont; 2006. The inscriptions read: 
“LOIS RELICT OF / CAP. J. CAMPBELL / DIED FEB. 10, 
1853, / AGED 71 YEARS.” [and] “CAPT. JOHN / CAMP-
BELL / DIED MARCH 22, / 1852 / AGED 73 YEARS.”   
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Above: Gravestones of Relief Whitney (4th 
Great-Grandmother) and her husband, Ralph 
Tinker (4th Great-Grandfather) in Mount Pisgah 
Cemetery in Pike County, Missouri. The inscrip-
tions read: “RELIEF / Wife of / RALPH TIN-
KER. / BORN / In Marlborough, Mass. [actually 
Marlboro, Vermont] / May 29, 1785 / DIED / 
July 20, 1861.” [and] “RALPH TINKER / DIED / 
FEB 10, 1856 / Aged 75 years / 4 mos., 23 days.” 
Left: Rebecca Martin, age one, running between 
the monuments of her 5th Great-Grandparents 
in 1996.     

 

Richard Cutter (9th Great-Grandfather) may have come to Massachusetts on the John 
and Dorothy with his widowed mother in 1637. He was a cooper by trade, but may 
also have been a wheelwright, as one of the entries in the town records states that the                                      

town grants timber to Richard Cutter 
for a “payre of Wheeles.” Again he is 
granted permission to fell “foure trees 
for his trade on the south side of the 
river.” However he is often referred to 
in the records as a cooper.       
 
“Marlboro, Vermont, was called ‘New Marlborough’ prior to 1800. Marlboro’s first 
settlers came in the spring of 1763. By 1799 there were 313 ‘scholars,’ ages 4-18, 
attending school in seven districts. The town population peaked in 1820 to almost 
1,300, but declined in the following decades in response to the economy and westward 
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Top: Signature of Relief Whitney Tinker (4th Great-Grand-
mother) on her will dated June 1, 1859, in Pike County, Missou-
ri. Above: Signature of Ralph Tinker (4th Great-Grandfather) 
on his will dated June 29, 1846. Left: Rebecca Martin, age ten, 
standing beside the gravestone of her 5th Great-Grandmother, 
Relief Whitney Tinker, in August 2006.     

migration. In recent years the population has steadily increased. The year 2000 census 
recorded a population of 978.” 
 
“The first Congregational Church was built in 1778 on what we call Town Hill, referred                   

to then as Meetinghouse 
Hill. In 1820 a second church 
was built near the first, 
which by then was in dis-
repair. In 1822 the inhab-
itants voted to build a Town 
House at the southwest corner of the ‘New Meetinghouse Common’ and that was done, 
using timbers and boards from the first building.”  
 
“These two buildings, the Meetinghouse and the Town House, were moved down the 
hill, probably between 1836 and 1844. The Meeting house burned in 1931 and was 
rebuilt. The Town House was placed at the east side of the village center, remaining there 
until 1966 when it was moved across the road to its present location.”  
 
“The Whetstone Inn was built by Deacon Jonas Whitney (5th Great-Granduncle) who 
came to Marlboro, Vermont, about 1773, the year he married. Town records show that 
a ‘legal Town Meeting was held at the house of Jonas Whitney Innholder in the Town-
ship of New Marlboro September 26, 1775.’” 
 
“As Marlboro was a half shire town of the County of Windham in the early days, courts 
were held alternately with Westminster, and during a time the Inn was used as a court-
house. At various other periods in its history the Inn has served as a tavern, post office, 
dance hall and sometimes Congregationalist Meetinghouse. It is presently known as the 
Whetstone Inn.” 
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Above: Gravestones of John Bemis (1659-1732; son of Joseph Bemis, 9th 
Great-Granduncle) and his wife, Mary Harrington Bemis (1664-1716), in 
Grove Hill Cemetery, Waltham, Massachusetts. Below: Monument of 
John Bemis, Jr. (1686-1754), grandson of Joseph Bemis, in Grove Hill.   

“Over the years, many industries and activities have been based in the center of 
Marlboro village. The following list is incomplete, but at various times there could be 
found: two inns, 
a brick school-
house, high school 
classes in the Meet-
inghouse, a carpen-
ter shop, stores, 
an ashery, a tan 
house, shoemakers, 
a blacksmith shop, 
a wheelwright shop, 
a wagon maker, a 
post office, par-
sonages, a doctor 
in residence, a chair 
factory, a town 
pound and in re-
cent years, a museum of the historical society (Marlboro, Vermont, “A Brief History,” 
pages 3 and 4; Internet).    
 
Moses Whitney, son of Samuel Whitney, Jr. (5th Great-Granduncle), while “passing 

from Bennington to Hossie, New York, with a span of 
horses and a loaded wagon, along the banks of the 
Walloomsic, the wagon slid off the icy road, down a 
steep bank. He was thrown from his seat, and so badly 
injured that he survived only 36 hours, and died in 
Hossie, New York, January 19, 1834. His son, Zenas, 
was with him, and rendered every possible assistance for 
his relief, but in vain. He returned to Marlboro with his 
father’s remains, for interment” (The History of the Town 
of Marlborough, Windham County, Vermont, by Rev-
erend Ephraim H. Newton, page 263, compiled 1860). 
Moses and his wife, Berenice Locke (1768-1855; from 

Pelham, Massachusetts), whom he married on May 4, 1789, had nine children: William, 
Russell, Torrey, Stephen, Barnard, Moses, Brittania, Berenice, and Zenas Whitney.        
 
Samuel Whitney (5th Great-Granduncle) and his wife, Phebe Harrington (died March 
12, 1811), are buried in Old Hogback Cemetery in Marlboro, Vermont. To find the 
cemetery go three and a half miles west of the turn to Marlboro off Highway 9. Turn on 
the second left after the Golden Eagle Motel, which is Butterfield Road. Turn left on 
Adams Crossroad and stop short of crossing the brook at the bottom of the hill. The 
cemetery will be on the right on the other side of a stone wall. The wall is difficult to 
see once the foliage has grown in the summer. This cemetery was on the original 
farm of Samuel Whitney “and near his home.” It was used for many years, but aban-
doned because the ground was too wet.       
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Will of John Whitney (10th Great-Grandfather; 1589-1673): “I John Whitney senior of 
Watertowne in ye county of midlesexx being perfect and sound in my memory and 
understanding blessed be god for it: I do declare this to be my last will and testemant In 
maner and form as followeth:1ly I commit my spirit into ye hands of god yt gave it: and 
my body unto the earth from whence it was taken: 2ly I give unto my Son John 
Whitney: my meadow called beeverbrook meadows with yt upland yt doth appertain 
thereunto: and a yoke of oxen: or nine pounds ten shillings: and ten acres of my land 
called devedent and trunke and one pair of sheets and one pair of pillows beers and two 
pewter dishes a great one and a small one and ye bed whereon I lie with all the furniture 
thereunto belonging. 3ly I give unto my son Richard Whitney my ten acres of land 
called devident and two cowes and a great sea chest. 4ly I give unto my son Thomas 
Whitney ten acres of my land called devident and two cowes and a sad colered sute 
namely a payer of breeches and a clse coate and a puter dish. 5ly I give unto my son 
Jonathan Whitney an iron kitle and a great brass skillet. 6ly I give unto my son Joshua 
Whitney twenty acres of my land called devident and a cubbard and a little table and a 
chest and a great kitle and a warming pan and a skillet. 7ly I give unto my son 
Benjamin Whitney the old mare if she live. 8ly My will is yt what of my estate be left 
after all is paid out as ye aboves namely of my moveables yt it be equally devided 
between my execeutors to this my will and testament and I doe desire my loveing 
friend William Bond sen to se yt this my will be performed according to ye true intent 
of it as is aforesaid and doe set to my hand this 3d of Aprill 1673, Ye centerline in ye 
line 24 ye wood devided was don before any subscribing or sealining. The marks of X 
Jon Whitney sen and a seale, In ye presence of us William Bond sen Sarah Bond sen.” 
(Original spelling has been retained.)   
 
Will of Robert Reynolds (10th Great-Grandfather; about 1598-1659): “In his will dated 
20 April 1658 and proved 27 July 1659, ‘Robert Reynolds now living in Boston’ 
bequeathed to ‘my wife my house with all that appertains unto it with my marsh ground 
at Muddy River with one lot of ground at Long Island so long as she liveth with all my 
household stuff whatever in my house;’ ‘after her decease I have given my house and 
orchard to my son Nathaniell, and to his heirs forever, and if he should die without 
children, or any one child lawfully begotten of his body, then his wife to enjoy the said 
house and orchard so long as she liveth and after her decease to return to my four 
daughters’ children, that is to say, one part to my daughter Ruth Whitney (9th Great-
Grandmother) and to her eldest son, a second part to my daughter Tabitha Abdy and 
her son Mathew Abdy and if he should die to her two daughters either of them alike, a 
third part to my daughter Sarah Mason and her son Robert Mason and if he die to her 
daughter Sarah, and a fourth part to my daughter Mary Sanger and her son Nathaniell 
and if he die to their next child either son or daughter;’ to ‘my daughter Ruth Whitney 
twenty pounds;’ to ‘my daughter Tabitha twenty pounds;’ to ‘my daughter Sarah 
twenty pounds;’ to ‘my daughter Mary twenty pounds;’ ‘for the payment of these 
legacies I have eight acres of marsh land which if my son Nathaniell Reynolds will pay 
twenty pounds in good pay towards this fourscore pound then he to have and enjoy my 
march land;’ reside to ‘my wife,’ she to be executrix; ‘ I join my son Nathaniell 
Reynolds with her to be as helpful to my wife his mother as possibly he can…, and if it 
should please God that I do live so long as any of my estate should be spent, as it is 
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likely it may, I and my wife being stricken in age and are almost past our labor, then for 
every one of them to abate proportionally alike’” (The Great Migration, Volume 6, 
“Robert Reynolds,” by Robert Charles Anderson).   

Robert signed his will. His inventory 
included “Bibles and books” valued at 2 
pounds. Also included were “1 musket, 
sword and bandolier” valued at 2 pounds.    
 
“Robert Reynolds supported Captain 
Robert Keayne (1635, Boston) in one 
or another of the latter’s public disputes. 
As a consequence, in 1653 Keayne 
included in his long and elaborate will 
a bequest to Reynolds: ‘I give unto our 
brother Renolds, shoemaker, senior, twenty shillings as a token of my respect to him, if 
he be living two years after my decease, not forgetting a word that he spoke publicly 
and seasonably in the time of my distress and other men’s vehement opposition against 
me’” (The Great Migration).   

Above: King’s Chapel Burying Ground 
in Boston, Massachusetts, where Robert 
Reynolds (10th Great-Grandfather; 
1586-1659) is buried; 2013. It is the old-
est cemetery in Boston. Top right: King’s 
Chapel in 1688. Right: Stone church that 
replaced the wooden building in 1754. 
Lower right: Photochrom of King’s 
Chapel in 1897.      
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Robert Reynolds was appointed Boston sealer of leather on March 9, 1656/1657. His 
inventory included “3 dozen of lasts” valued at 6s, “11 necks of leather” valued at 16s, “3 
sides of sole leather” valued at 2 pounds 11s and “2 sides of upper leather” valued at 2 
pounds 10s.   
 

                                                                   
Although it is stated in this history that Robert 
Reynolds moved for a time to Wethersfield, 

Connecticut, before returning to Boston, the author of The Great Migration believes 
that the original record is incorrect and pertains to John Reynolds of Watertown and 
Wethersfield. If this is correct, then Robert Reynolds lived in Boston from 1634, the 
year he emigrated from England to Boston, to the time of his death in 1659.   
 
Richard Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1624-about 1691) was baptized on January 6, 
1623/1624, at Isleworth, Middlesex, England. His place and date of death are unknown, 
but he was still living on April 7, 1691, when he was freed from training. He came to 
New England with his parents and his brothers on the Elizabeth and Ann from London in 
April 1635. His age was recorded as nine years, although he was eleven. He married 
Martha Colden on January 19, 1650/1651, in Watertown and they lived in Concord, Mas-
sachusetts. Benjamin was admitted a freeman on May 7, 1651, in Watertown. He was a 
proprietor of Stow, Massachusetts, on June 3, 1680. Richard and Martha were the parents 
of eight children: Sarah, Moses, Johanah, Rebecca, Richard, Elisha and Ebenezer Whitney.  

Above and right: St. Mary Aldemary 
in London, England (2010), where 
Thomas Whitney (9th Great-Grand-
uncle) was baptized on December 10, 
1627. Most of the church was destroy-
ed in the Great Fire of 1666, but was 
reopened in 1682.     
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Thomas Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1627-1719) was baptized at St. Mary Aldemary in London, 
England, on December 10, 1627, and died on September 20, 1719, in Watertown, Massachusetts. He 

came with his parents and brothers on the 
Elizabeth and Ann in 1635, age reported 
as 6 years, but he was actually 7. He 
married Mary Kedell on January 11, 
1654/1655, in Watertown.  
 
“Apparently, both Thomas Whitney, Sr. 
and his son, Thomas Whitney, Jr., served 
in King Philip’s War, although it is not 
clear which records apply to which. On 
October 19, 1675, Thomas Whitney was 
paid 1 pound 10 shillings for service at 
the garrison at Lancaster in King Philip’s 
War. On December 20, 1675, Thomas 
Whitney was paid 1 pound 16 shillings 
for the same. On August 24, 1676, one 
was paid 2 shillings and the other 4 
shillings for service from Watertown” 
(Some of the Descendants of John and 
Elinor Whitney). 
 
On June 25, 1714, Thomas sold to his 
daughter, Martha Whitney, spinster, and 

her brother, Elnathan Whitney, all his real and personal estate, especially his house and ¼ acre 
of ground. He left no probate records. 
 
Thomas and Mary were the parents of eleven children: Thomas, John (died on the day of his 
birth in 1659), John (died four days after his birth in 1660), Eleazer (twin), Elnathan (twin; he 
met with a serious accident and suddenly became insane; he became a town charge three 
months before his death on March 8, 1727/1728; unmarried), Mary (died a year after her 
birth in 1669), Bezaleel, Sarah, Mary, Isaiah and Martha Whitney.  
    
Jonathan Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; c1634-1703) was born about 1634 probably in or near 
London, and died January 1, 1702/1703, in Sherborn, Massachusetts. He came with his parents in 
1635 on the Elizabeth and Ann from London, recorded as aged one year. In April 1653 Jonathan 
took the oath of fidelity in Watertown. He married Lydia Jones (about 1632-1701/1702) on October 
30, 1656, in Watertown. About 1659, his father gave him 39 acres of land, which was situated in the 
little plain in Watertown. On November 7, 1664, Jonathan sold this land for 40 pounds. Jonathan 
Whitney was admitted an inhabitant of Sherborn, Massachusetts in 1679. That year he signed the 
social compact entered into by all the inhabitants. In 1681, he was one of a committee about division 
of common lands and signed an agreement about building a church. He settled near Chestnut 
Brook. His will was dated January 12, 1702, and proved on March 1, 1702/1703.  
 
“Nathan Fisk, Jr. and Jonathan Whitney were chosen to be Watertown’s hogreeves in the year 
1674. Jonathan was charged 12 shillings for his share of the fines of hogs and cattle. He may 

Above: Gravestone of Richard Whitney (1661-1723; son 
of Richard Whitney, 9th Great-Granduncle) in Stow, Mid-
dlesex, Massachusetts. Photograph by Marilyn.   
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have been away at the time, since his service from Watertown in King Philip’s War dated 
from August 24, 1676. He was paid in 1677 for his work on the mill bridge.” 
 
“Jonathan Whitney and his son, John, were witnesses in the attempted rape case of Sam, an Indian. 
On August 30, 1671, Mary Bacon, wife of Daniel Bacon of Cambridge, was returning home with 
her husband on a horse-drawn cart, when they arrived at the river. Mary and Daniel crossed, but 
Mary was in a hurry to get home, so she asked Daniel to wait for the cart, while she went on ahead a 
quarter of a mile to their house. She deposed that ‘when I was gotten within about 20 rods from the 
house, a man coming sudingly behind me claping his hands upon my eyes’ knocked her down and 
flipped her clothing over her head. Pinned to the ground she struggled and called out, nearly 
suffocating, but succeeding in frightening the man away. Although she never actually saw the man 
who attacked her, she named Sam, an Indian, who lived nearby as her assailant. Among the 
deponents who came forward in the case was ‘John Whitney aged about 9 years’ who testified 
that on that day he had been looking for sheep with Sam, son of William, Indian, who soon ran 
up toward an hour after the said Sam came to my father’s house near the bridge foot at Water-
town mill.’ Not long after Sam left, John saw a woman pass by towards Goodman Bacon’s house 
on the highway. He told his father, who also came to testify: ‘Jonathan Whitney aged about 36 
years examined sayth that in sd evening upon ye 30 August after it ye day light was Gone, hee 
being abeute half a mile of hee herd a doleful cry hee supposed a woman’s cry & it twas toward 
ye house of Daniel Bacon as I consseive fromm sd plase wher I was; but who it was yt so cried 
I know not also when he came Hom yt night & hering of the business about Goodman Bacon’s 
wife Asault had examined his sonne John Whitney who then did relate unto me the substance 
of what is contained in his examination taken before Capt Gookin’” (Suffolk File #1050). 
 
“Sam was near the scene of the crime, but no one, not even the victim saw him attempt the 
assault. He was committed to prison” (Some of the Descendants of John and Elinor Whitney, 
by William Whitney, published 1890). 
 
“In 1679 Jonathan became an inhabitant of Sherborn, Massachusetts. With five other men, Jonathan 
Whitney was appointed to lay out highways leading from Sudbury, Sherborne, Marlborough and 
Framingham, and Falls upon the Charles River, ‘soon as may be most convenient for the accom-
modation of travaillers from Towne to town both for men & beast (15 December 1684).’ His 
involvement with the town and colony roads continued to the end of his life, when on December 15, 
1702, the Middlesex Court ordered that Jonathan Whitney Senr be paid for his work in ordering the 
building of a bridge on the way from Natick to Boston at the falls.”  
 
“An Inventory of the Estate of Jonathan Whitney Late of Sherborne Deceasd January 1, 1702/1703 
as it was taken by us whose names are underwritten viz: His wareing apparel, books, money & 
armes 4 pounds, 6 shillings; beds and beding and household ware 11 pounds, 14 shillings; cart, plow 
& other utersills 2 pounds and 12 shillings; one horse cattell and swine 24 pounds and 8 shillings; 
buildings & lands & grain 88 pounds and 16 shillings. Total 131 pounds and 16 shillings. Signed 
Benoni Larned and John Collidg, March 1, 1702/1703” (Middlesex Probate # 24690).    
 
Jonathan and Lydia Jones Whitney had eleven children: Lydia, Jonathan, Anna, John, Josiah, 
Elinor, James, Isaac, Joseph, Abigail and Benjamin Whitney.  
 
Joshua Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1635-1719) “was the first of the family born in America. He 
was one of the earliest settlers, a deacon and original proprietor of Groton, Massachusetts, and dwelt  
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there probably until it was burnt by the Indians, during King Philip’s War, in the spring of 1676. He 
returned to Watertown for a few years and died in 1719. His will was dated April 17, 1713, and 
proved October 5, 1719. He was buried in the old burying ground in Groton. He served as a soldier 
in King Philip’s War with his son, Joshua, Jr.” (Some of the Descendants of John and Elinor Whitney). 
 
“In 1681, 1683, 1684 and 1687, he was elected one of the selectmen. In 1690 he was 
selected one of the board to arrange matters pertaining to the meeting house; 1684 Joshey 
Whitney eleted constibel; 1690 Joshua Whitney elected a tithing-man; 1685 Joshiway 
Whitney selected at the town meeting as a news newers; 1693 elected overseer of 
highway; 1701 was chairman of the committee to heat the meeting house; and in 1702 
was again elected selectman.” 
 
“Groton, April 22, 1715, at a church meeting, ‘Whereas Deacon Whitney is old, and 
desirous of the choice of another to officiate in his place, and whereas dea. John 
Farnsworth is desirous of a new choice, unless he were more unanimously confirmed, 
the church did thereupon unanimously elect, or make choice of Simon Stone and 
Thomas Tarbele, to officiate as deacons in the church of Groton.’” (Some of the Descen-
dants of John and Elinor Whitney). 
 
On March 17, 1691/1692, Joshua and his son, Joshua, Jr., recorded as “Joshua Whitting” 
and “Joshua Whitting, Junr.,” were members of the garrison in the West Regiment of 
Middlesex. 
 
Joshua married first Mary Buckminster, widow of Thomas Buckminster. She died on 
March 17, 1671/1672, in Watertown. He married second Abigail Tarbell on September 
30, 1672, in Watertown. Joshua and Mary had three children: Joshua, Sarah and Hannah 
Whitney. Joshua and Abigail had nine children: Abigail, Mary, William, Cornelius, 
David, Eleanor, Sarah, Martha and Elizabeth Whitney.    
 
Benjamin Whitney (9th Great-Granduncle; 1643-1723) was a tailor by trade. He was 
born June 6, 1643, in Watertown and died March 26, 1723, in Sherborn, Massachusetts. 
He married first, Jane, who died on November 14, 1690, in Sherborn. He “of Fram-
ington” married second, Mary Power “of Marlborough,” on April 13, 1696, in Marl-
borough.  
 
“The first record of Benjamin in Maine is in 1662 when he witnessed an agreement of 
John Doves in York. He was at Cocheco, Maine, near Dover in 1667-1668. On April 
13, 1674, the selectmen of York laid out ten acres of upland to Benjamin. His father 
desired that he should return to Watertown, Massachusetts, and settle with him on the 
homestead during his lifetime, promising him his house and barn and all his land about 
his home if Benjamin would do so. This property consisted of about 17 acres, which 
promise John confirmed by deed on April 15, 1670. Benjamin, with the consent of his 
father, sold to his brother Joshua for 40 pounds his right in his father’s estate, ‘the 
mansion house of John Whitney,’ on April 15, 1670. Benjamin did not return to 
Watertown, but continued to reside in York” (Some of the Descendants of John and 
Elinor Whitney). 
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In 1685, Benjamin of York sold to Jonathan Saywood for 10 pounds and 14 shillings, 
“a certain tract and parcel of land which I have improved, possessed and have builded a  
small tenant upon these several years,” which was granted by the town of York in 1680, 
and ten other acres granted by the town of York in 1674. It is probable that his wife 
died about this time and soon after, leaving his young children with relatives of his 
wife, he returned to Watertown and soon located in Sherborn, near the Natick town 
line. He married his second wife in Marlboro in 1695 and lived on land belonging to 
Harvard College, which he leased of Gov. Danforth. In 1718 he received a legacy of 10 
shillings per annum from his nephew, Benjamin, son of his brother Jonathan. He died 
in 1723, having been a resident of York and Cocheco, Maine, and Sherborn, Mas-
sachusetts.   
 
Benjamin and Jane had nine children: Jane, Benjamin, Timothy, Elinor, John, Nathaniel, 
Jonathan, Josiah and Joshua Whitney. Benjamin and Mary Poor Whitney had three 
children: Mark, Isaac and Huldah Whitney.    
 
John Whitney (9th Great-Grandfather; 1620-1692) made an incomplete will on February 
27, 1685. After he died his wife, Ruth Reynolds Whitney (9th Great-Grandmother), 
signed an administration bond at Watertown, Massachusetts, with her mark “RW.” 
Also signing the document were John Whitney’s children: John Whitney and Benjamin 
Whitney (8th Great-Granduncles), who signed with his mark “B.”      
 
John Whitney (8th Great-Granduncle; 1643-1727) was born on September 16, 1643, in 
Watertown, Massachusetts, and died on March 4, 1726/1727, in Roxbury, Massachusetts. 
He married Elizabeth Harris on March 4, 1668, in Roxbury. John served in King Philip’s 
War and on August 24, 1676, the town of Roxbury was credited with eighteen shillings 
for his service. On March 30, 1684, John Whitney was received into full communion 
with the church in Roxbury and on May 7, 1684, John was made a freeman. On April 26, 
1695, he was granted Lot 112 of 35 acres in Woodstock, Connecticut, by the town of 
Roxbury. “The name of John Whitney appears in the list of members of the second 
church in Roxbury, when gathered by ‘ye Rev. Nehemiah Walter, Nov. 2d, 1712,’ and 
doubtless, he had previously been a member of the first church in Roxbury.” On 
September 29, 1715, John was granted Lot 30 of 43 acres in Woodstock, Connecticut, by 
the town of Roxbury.  
 
“John Whitney’s house lot, containing nine acres, was situated in that part of Roxbury 
called Jamaica Plain; and lying on the right as you pass up Pond St. to the south part of 
Brookline, which town was called Muddy River until the year 1705.” “Whitney’s lot 
extended back from the street, westerly, to the line separating Roxbury from Brookline. 
The late Major Benjamin Weld of Roxbury, who died in 1852, being then in this 86th 
year, told me, a short time before his decease, that he well remembered the Whitney 
house to have been standing in his boyhood. The old tabernacle has, probably, been 
among the things that were, from 75 to 80 years. Within the last 14 years two hollows, 
marking the places of the cellar and well have been visible; but the plough has since 
passed over, and obliterated all marks of them. The dwelling house of Robert Harris 
stood about six rods over the line into Brookline; and the two houses—Harris and 
Whitney’s—were about ¼ mile apart, following the road that leads into Brookline. In 
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the rear of the spot where the old Whitney mansion stood, the ground descends on a 
gradual slope for several rods to a narrow strip of meadow, through which runs a pleasant 
little brook. Beyond the meadow, the ground rises abruptly to an elevation many feet 
higher than the front of the lot; and still rises, gradually, forming a slope of consid-
erable dimensions, and extending westerly to its boundary on Brookline. All that part of 
Whitney’s, the property came, by purchase, into the possession of the Child Family, 
whose premises it joined, and was them retained until about four years since, when Mr. 
Stephen Child of Boston, lately deceased, sold the lot to Mr. Abel Adams. On the 
elevated plain in the rearward portion of his lot, Mr. Adams has erected a magnificent 
stone edifice, in the Elizabethan style of architecture, which fairly out-gables Haw-
thorne’s Pynchon house.” 
 
John Whitney was a tailor by trade. His will was made in September 1718 and proved 
on March 13, 1726/1727. John and Elizabeth had six children: Elizabeth, John, Ruth, 
Timothy, Daniel and Sarah Whitney.  
 
Ruth Whitney (8th Great-Grandaunt; 1645-1718) married first John Shattuck (9th 
Great-Granduncle), son of William and Susanna Shattuck (10th Great-Grandparents). 
He was born on February 11, 1646/1647, in Watertown, Massachusetts, and died on 
September 14, 1675, in Watertown, where he “drowned passing the Charlestown ferry.” 
John was in Capt. Beers’ company “at the Squakeag fight (at present Northfield, 
Massachusetts) in King Philip’s War and was one of only sixteen survivors, and 
drowned ten days later (September 14, 1675) while crossing the Charlestown Ferry.” 
John Shattuck’s inventory amounted to 42 pounds and 2 shillings. Ruth married second 
Enoch Lawrence on March 6, 1676/1677, at Watertown. Enoch was a soldier in Capt. 
Nicholas Paige’s company during King Philip’s War from Watertown, for which he 
was credited for 2 pounds on September 3, 1675. Enoch was one of the garrison in the 
West Regiment for Middlesex, and for Groton, on March 17, 1691/1692. He was wound-
ed in a “fight with Indians on July 27, 1694, which almost wholly prevented him from 
manual labor.” Enoch was taxed in the amount of 11 shillings on October 28, 1701, in 
Groton, Massachusetts. 
 
Ruth and John Shattuck had four children: John, Ruth, William and Samuel Shattuck. 
Ruth and Enoch Lawrence also had four children: Nathaniel, Daniel, Zechariah and 
Jeremiah Lawrence.        
 
Samuel Whitney (8th Great-Granduncle; 1648-1731) served in King Philip’s War. On 
October 5, 1675, Boston, he appeared on a payroll of Capt. Henchman’s company. 
Wages 1 pound and 18 shillings. On November 9, 1675, he was paid 4 shillings for 
service at the Garrison in Groton. On December 1675 and January 1676, he served as 
one of Capt. Prentice’s troopers under Capt. Davis. On October 5, 1676, he was paid 19 
shillings for service from Watertown.   
 
Samuel married Mary Bemis on February 16, 1683/1684, in Watertown, Massachusetts, 
and they had one child: Mary Whitney, who was born on September 30, 1689, in Water-
town. She married John Fiske, Jr. and they had four children. Samuel left a will dated 
February 12, 1731, and proved on February 14, 1731, in Watertown.  



The Whitney, Bemis, Cutter, Hagar, Reynolds, and Robinson Families  
 
 

75

Joseph Whitney (8th Great-Granduncle; 1652-1702) married Martha Beach/Beech on 
January 24, 1674/1675, in Watertown. He took the Oath of Fidelity in December 1677, 

in Watertown. Joseph’s daughter Martha died on October 30, 1702, his son Isaac died 
November 1, 1702, and he himself died November 
4, 1702, which suggests a serious illness in his house-
hold. He and Martha had nine children: Joseph, Martha, 
John, Isaac (died ten days after his birth on March 10, 
1681/1682), Isaac, Benjamin, Abigail, Mary and Sarah 
Whitney.   
 
Sarah Whitney (8th Great-Grandaunt; 1654-1720) 
married Daniel Harrington on October 18, 1681, in 
Watertown, Massachusetts. He served as a soldier in 
King Philip’s War under Capt. Davenport from November 25, 1675, to December 3, 

Above left: Gravestone of Robert Harrington (1686-1774) son of Sarah Whitney, 8th Great-
Grandaunt, in Old Burying Ground in Lexington, Massachusetts. The inscription reads: “In / 
Memory / of / Mr. Robert Harrington / Who departed this Life / On February 5th AD / 1774 
AEtatis 89. / This Life’s a dream, an empty show / But the bright world to which I go, / Hath joys 
substantial and sincere, / When shall I wake and find me there.” Top right: Gravestone of 
Nathaniel Livermore, husband of Sarah Harrington (daughter of Sarah Whitney, 8th Great-
Grandaunt), in Grove Hill Cemetery in Waltham, Massachusetts. The inscription reads: 
“HERE LYES THE / BODY OF NATHANIEL / LIVERMORE / WHO DEPARTED / THIS 
LIFE FEBRUARY / YE 26, 1711/2 IN YE / 27TH YEAR OF HIS AGE.” (2011)    
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1675. He was admitted a freeman on April 18, 1690, in Watertown. Daniel served as a 
selectman of Watertown in 1701, 1702, 1704-1706, 1709-1713, 1718 and 1729. Sarah 
and Daniel had six children: Daniel, Robert, David, Jonathan, Joseph and Sarah Harring-

ton. Both Sarah and Daniel Harrington are buried in 
Grove Hill Cemetery in Waltham, Massachusetts. Both 
of their ancient grave-
stones are still standing 
and in good condition 
(see photographs).  
 
Elizabeth Whitney (8th 
Great-Grandaunt; 1656-

about 1703) married Daniel Warren on December 19, 
1678, in Watertown. He was a selectman of Water-
town in 1682, 1683, 1685, 1688, 1689, 1692-1698, 
and representative from Watertown to the General 
Court on May 28, 1701. They had ten children: Elizabeth, Ruth, Mary, Daniel, Sarah, 
Hannah, Jonas (died young), Jonas, Deliverance and Mary Warren, all born at Watertown.  

Above left: Gravestones of Robert Harrington, his wife, 
Anna (1691-1777) (left), and his daughter, Grace (1710-
1739) (below) in Old Burial Ground, Lexington, Massachu-
setts. Above right: Gravestone of John Cutter (1699-1747) 
(grandson of Richard Cutter, 9th Great-Grandfather) also in 
Lexington; 2011.    
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Benjamin Whitney (8th Great-Granduncle; 1660-about 1748) married Abigail Hagar 
(8th Great-Grandaunt; circa 1665-allegedly 1767), on March 30, 1687, in Watertown, 
daughter of William and Mary Bemis Hagar (9th Great-Grandparents). If the record 
is correct, Abigail was about 102 years old when she died. He served in the French 
war of 1690. Benjamin’s home (six acres) was located on Orchard Street, perhaps 
opposite Hovey Street in Watertown. At the Watertown meetinghouse seating on 
April 24, 1732, “Mr. Benja Whitney” assigned the 4th seat. On June 15, 1741, he 
was assigned the 6th seat, and on June 10, 1748, the “2nd seat in ye front.” (The 
closer the seat to the pulpit the higher the honor in the community.) He and Abigail 
had six children: Abigail, Benjamin, John, David, Ruth and Daniel Whitney; all 
born in Watertown. 
 
Nathaniel Whitney (8th Great-Grandfather; 1646-1732) lived to be about 90 years old. 
His wife, Sarah Hagar (8th Great-Grandmother; 1651-1746), was admitted to full com-
munion in the Watertown, Massachusetts, church on May 8, 1687 (Pastor Record Book, 
1686-1819, page 118). Nathaniel’s estate was probated in Weston, Massachusetts, on 
February 1, 1732/1733, and amounted to 422 pounds-18 shillings-4d. 
 
In 1895 Frederick Clifton Pierce wrote in The Descendants of John Whitney, page 28: 
“About five years ago I rode from Cambridge to Weston in search of any relics I could 
find there of the Whitneys, as I knew that my grandfather, Phineas, was born in Weston. I 
found there the farm which had been owned by them through several generations 
down to about ten years previous to the time of my visit. It is not an especially at-
tractive farm, although there are some beautiful prospects to be had for it and the sur-
rounding country. I should suppose it to be a good grazing farm. Some old apple trees 
still remain. It is about a mile and a half from the centre village of Weston, on the 
road to Lexington. On the side hill, and a few rods from the road, is an old cellar and an 
old well, which mark the sight of the first Whitney house, built probably, by Nathaniel 
(8th Great-Grandfather), grandson of John.”    
 
Sarah Whitney (7th Great-Grandaunt; born 1679) married Charles Chadwick on April 
11, 1699, in Watertown. They had three children: Charles, Elizabeth and Abigail Chad-
wick, all born in Watertown.  
 
William Whitney (7th Great-Granduncle; 1683-1720) married Martha Peirce on May 
17, 1706, in Watertown. They had five children: William, Judith, Amity, Martha and 
Samuel Whitney. William and Judith were born in Watertown and their three youngest 
were born in Weston, where they moved by 1708. 
 
Samuel Whitney (7th Great-Granduncle; 1687-1753) was baptized July 17, 1687, in 
Watertown, Massachusetts. He had moved to Stratford, Connecticut, by 1710. On 
January 18, 1720/1721, he married Anne Laboree, daughter of Rev. James Laboree. He 
bought land at Woodend in Stratford on March 5, 1735/1736, of Rev. Samuel Johnson 
for 26 pounds. His gravestone in the Old Congregational Burial Ground in Stratford 
bears the inscription: “Here lies buried / the Body of Mr. / SAMUEL WHITNEY / who 



The Whitney, Bemis, Cutter, Hagar, Reynolds, and Robinson Families  
 
 

78

departed this / Life December ye / 6th 1753, in ye 60th / year of his age.” Samuel and 
Anne had four children: Sarah, Mary, Samuel and Anne Whitney.  
 
Hannah Whitney (7th Great-Grandaunt; 
1689-1768) married Nathaniel Billing 
“of Concord” on October 11, 1708, in 
Marlborough, Massachusetts. They had 
four children, all born in Concord: Thom-
as, Jane, Hannah and Grace Billing. 
 
Nathaniel Whitney (7th Great-Grand-
father; 1675-1730) was admitted to the 
church in Weston on November 20, 
1726. On December 1, 1730, in Weston, 
Massachusetts, his inventory was taken 
amounting to 340 pounds and 10 shillings.   
 
Nathaniel Whitney (6th Great-Grand-
uncle; 1696-1776) married Mary Child 
“of Watertown,” daughter of John and 
Hannah French Child. She was born in 
1699 in Westborough, Massachusetts, and 
died on December 3, 1776, in Westbo-
rough, aged 77 years. Nathaniel and his 
wife Mary were admitted to the church in 
Westborough on January 21, 1728. They 
were the parents of ten children: Ephraim, 
Oliver, Mary, Nathaniel, Anna, Amos, Lucy, Love, Lois and Eli Whitney. All but 
Ephraim (born in Groton, Massachusetts) were born in Westborough. 
 
Sarah Whitney (6th Great-Grandaunt; 1699-about 1746) was born March 3, 1698/1699, 
in Watertown, Massachusetts, and baptized on June 17, 1711, in Weston, Massachusetts. 
Marriage intentions were published on August 3, 1726, in Weston for her “of Weston” 
and Ephraim Rice “of Worcester.” He was born on September 26, 1693, in Water-
town. She was admitted a church member on June 3, 1722, in Weston. Sarah and 
Ephraim had eight children: Amos, Mercy, Abigail, Ephraim, John, Sarah, Bathsheba 
and Zervilla Rice. All were born in Worcester except Ephraim, John and Sarah, who 
were born at Petersham, Massachusetts, and Zervilla, who was born in Dummerston, 
Vermont, in 1746. Perhaps Sarah died from complications of child birth for she also 
died in 1746.   
 
Elizabeth Whitney (6th Great-Grandaunt; 1702-1789) was born July 23, 1702, in 
Watertown, Massachusetts, and baptized on June 17, 1711 in Weston, Massachusetts. 
She was admitted to the church in Weston on September 3, 1727. Elizabeth married 
Daniel Bigelow (1697-1789) and they were the parents of six children: Daniel, David,  

Above: Monument of Eli Whitney (1740-
1807), son of Nathaniel Whitney, 6th Great-
Granduncle, in Town Center Cemetery, Wor-
cester County, Massachusetts.   
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Above: Monument erected in 1861 to Colonel 
Timothy Bigelow (1739-1790) in Worcester 
Common in downtown Worcester, Massa-
chusetts; 2011. Right: Dedication photograph 
taken on April 19, 1861. Lower right: Old map 
of Charles Town and Boston. Timothy con-
veyed press and types from Boston via Charles 
Town to Worcester in 1775 so that the Mas-
sachusetts Spy could continue to be printed. 

Nathaniel, Elijah, Col. Timothy Bigelow (1739-1790) and Silence Bigelow. All of their 
children were born in Worcester, Massachusetts.   
 

                                                                                              
 
 
 
 

“Colonel Timothy Bigelow 
(1739-1790), son of Elizabeth 
Whitney, was one of the prime 
movers in the provincial cause 
in the Revolutionary war, being 
associated with Warren Otis, 
and other leading spirits. In 
March 1773, he was elected a 
member of the local Committee 

of Correspondence, and continued a member 
until called into active service in April 1775. 
He was active in the organization of the Amer-
ican Political Society in December 1773, com-
pr i s ing  the  
leading pat-
riots of the 
town, and meet-
ings of the so-

ciety were frequently held at his house. He was an 
influential member of many revolutionary committees. 
Was a delegate from this town at the first and second 
sessions of the Provincial Congress in 1774 and 1775.”     
 
“In the spring of 1775, Mr. Isaiah Thomas, the pub-
lisher of the Massachusetts Spy, printed in Boston, was 
placed by the British authorities on the list of suspicious persons, and his paper was 
proscribed. Joseph Warren and Timothy Bigelow advised his removal with his press and 
types to Worcester. Although an affair of some difficulty and requiring great caution, 
Capt. Bigelow undertook the task, and, selecting a dark night, he with others succeeded 
in conveying the press and types to Barton’s Point, and ferrying them to Charlestown, 
and from thence transporting them to Worcester to the basement of his own house, where 
the press was set up ready for use.”  
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“He organized and commanded the company of minute men which marched from 
Worchester on the alarm at Lexington, April 19, 1775, and on the organization of the 
army at Cambridge was appointed major in the regiment of which Jonathan Ward was 
colonel. He took part in the ill-
fated expedition against Quebec 
in the fall of 1775, was taken 
prisoner and confined nearly a 
year, when he was paroled and 
afterward exchanged, and was 
soon in active service as Lieut. 
Colonel. February 8, 1777, he 
received a commission as colonel, 
and was appointed to the command 
of the 15th Massachusetts regiment 
in the Continental army then form-
ing principally of men from Wor-
cester County. On the completion 
of the regimental organization, he 
marched with his command to join 
the northern army under Gen. 
Schuyler, arriving in season to assist in the capture of Burgoyne by Gen. Gates at 
Saratoga. He was also in service in Rhode Island, Verplanck’s Point, Robinson’s Farms, 
New Jersey, Peekskill, Monmouth, Valley Forge, West Point, and Yorktown. At the 
close of the war he was stationed for a time at West Point, and afterward assigned to the 
command of the arsenal at Springfield. On relinquishing his military duties, he returned 
to Worcester and engaged in his old occupation as a blacksmith. In 1780, he with others 
obtained a grant of 23,040 acres of land in Vermont, upon which he founded a town, 
giving it the name of Montpelier, now the capital of the state. He is described as having 
been a man of fine personal appearance, tall (6’ 2”) and erect, and possessed of a martial 
bearing. He married Anna Andrews, July 7, 1762. In 1861 the remains of Col. Bigelow 
were exhumed, incased in a metallic casket and place in a receptacle beneath the base of 
the monument (located on the Worcester common) erected by his great-grandson, Col. 
Timothy Bigelow Lawrence, of Boston” (Some of the Descendants of John and Elinor 
Whitney, by William Whitney, published 1890).    
 
Major Bigelow wrote to his wife, Anna, while with General Arnold on his trek to Que-
bec: “October 26, 1775. On that part of the Kennybeck called the Dead River, 95 miles 
above Norridgewock. Dear wife. I am at this time well, but in a dangerous situation, as is 
the whole detachment of the Continental Army with me. We are in a wilderness nearly 
100 miles from any inhabitants, either French or English, and about five days provisions 
on an average on the whole. We are this day sending back the most feeble and some that 
are sick. If the French are our enemies it will go hard for us, for we have no retreat left. 
In that case there will be no alternative between sword and famine. May God in his 
infinite mercy protect you, my more than ever dear wife, and my dear children. Adieu, 
and ever believe me to be your affectionate husband, Timo Bigelow.”  
   
It was on this expedition that Major Bigelow was ordered to the top of the mountain  

Above: Signature of Timothy Bigelow (son of Eliz-
abeth Whitney, 6th Great-Grandaunt, and her husband, 
Daniel Bigelow) in 1776. He was a brave and dedicated 
patriot who served in many battles as an officer. 
Colonel Bigelow commanded the 15th Massachusetts 
regiment in the Continental Army. He served at Sar-
atoga, Monmouth, Valley Forge, West Point and 
Yorktown.       
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near Chaudière Pond, and the headwaters of the Kennebec River, in search of recon-
naissance information on the city of Quebec. He is said to be the first white man to climb 
the mountain and it has been named Mt. Bigelow ever since.  

He soon wrote another letter to his wife: “Chaudier Pond. Oct. 28, 1775. Dear Anna, I 
very much regret my writing my last letter to you, the contents were so gloomy. It is 
true our provisions are short (only five pints of flour to a man and no meat) but we have 
this minute received news that the inhabitants of Canada are all friendly, and very much 
rejoiced at our coming, and a very small number of troops in Quebec. We have had a 
very fatiguing march of it, but I hope it will soon be over. The express is waiting; 
therefore must conclude. I am dear wife, with unlimited affection, your faithful hus-
band. Timo. Bigelow.”              
 
After the war Timothy returned to Worcester where “he found his once impressive 
business and financial status grievously depreciated. Soldiers were paid in Continental 
paper money. Post-war time was hard and this currency no longer held its value. The 
cost of necessities had risen 3,340 percent over pre-war prices. With his can-do spirit he 
set about rebuilding his blacksmith and innkeeper business. But with necessities like  

Above left: Gravestones of Elizabeth Cutter Hall (8th Great-Grandaunt of Richard Martin, 
kneeling beside her monument) and her husband, Nathaniel Hall (above right) in Salem Street 
Burial Ground in Medford, Massachusetts; 2011. The inscriptions on their monuments read: 
“Here lyes ye Body of / Mrs. ELIZABETH HALL / Relick of Mr. NATHANIEL / HALL, who 
Died / Novb ye 17th 1742 in ye / 75th Year of her Age.”[and] “Here lyes Buried / ye Body of Mr. / 
NATHANIEL HALL / Who Died April / ye 14th 1725 in ye 59th / Year of His Age.” (2011)  
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shoes costing $40 a pair and the American dollar had not yet been adopted, one could 
only trade with credit. The brawn required of the blacksmith trade had been stripped of 

Timothy by too many years of poor 
nutrition during the war. He was a shell of the man he once was, he faltered, and his 
business failed. His creditors mounted and he found himself so deep in debt, he could 
not see a way out.” 
 
He was sent to the Worcester debtor’s 
prison where he died on March 31, 
1790, at the age of 51. “The friend and 
fellow patriot to whom he had given aid 
in saving his printing press, Isaac 
Thomas, placed only a single line in 
the Massachusetts Spy newspaper, re-
porting Timothy’s death.”   
 
Col. Bigelow’s son, Timothy Bigelow, graduated from Harvard and became a prom-
inent businessman and politician.  
 
Susanna Whitney (6th Great-Grandaunt; born 1707) had a child out of wedlock by an 
unknown father on December 29, 1732, in Weston, Massachusetts, that she named 

This page: Other views of the graves of 
Elizabeth Cutter Hall (8th Great-Grand-
aunt), her husband, and son, Nathaniel 
Hall (left) in Medford, Massachusetts.    
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Mary Whitney. Mary was baptized on December 13, 1733. Susanna married Abraham 
Gregory on May 31, 1736, in Weston, Massachusetts, where both had previously re-
sided. She was admitted to the church in Weston on April 16, 1737. Susanna and Abra-
ham had six children: Susanna, Elijah, Abijah, 
Ruth, Moses and Patience Gregory. All of 
their children were born in Lexington, Massa-
chusetts, except their oldest, Susanna, who 
was born in Weston.  
 
Solomon Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; 
1709-about 1758) was born in Weston, Mas-
sachusetts, where he married Martha Fletcher 
“of Concord” on March 5 or 7, 1731/1732. 
They had nine children: Solomon, Sarah 
(died before two years old), Sarah, Abigail, 
Lois, (died before six years old), Lois, Lucy, 
Martha and Elisha Whitney. All of their 
children were born in Concord except the 
first Sarah and Abigail, who were born in 
Weston, and Martha, who was born in Lin-
coln, Massachusetts.  
 
Ebenezer Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; 
c1712-about 1737) married Lydia Goodell on 
February 6, 1733, in Sutton, Massachusetts. 
They had two children: Elizabeth and Ebe-
nezer Whitney. Ebenezer died near his twenty-
fifth birthday.  
 
Joshua Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; 1713-
1786) was born in Weston, Massachusetts, 
and married Mehitable Wilson on May 21, 
1739/1740, in Spencer, Massachusetts. She was the daughter of Deacon James Wilson, 
Sr. Joshua purchased land of Deacon Wilson in that part of Leicester that was afterward 
incorporated as Spencer. Joshua moved to Stockbridge in 1758. In seating the meeting 
house in 1771 the residents were given seats according to the value of their estates. Of the 
sixty-eight families, Joshua Whitney was the twenty-seventh. He is interred in the old 
Norwich Hill burying ground and his stone reads: “In Memory of / Mr. Joshua Whitney / 
He died 25 June / A. D. 1786 / In the 70 / year of his age. / Death is a debt to nature due, / 
Which I have paid, and so must you. / Weep not for me, dry up you tears. / I must lie here 
till Christ appears.”   
 
Joshua and Mehitable had eleven children: Phineas, Lemuel, Beulah, Elisha, Mary, 
John, Sibbelch, Mehitable, Joshua, Susannah and Molly Whitney. All of their children 
were born in Spencer, Massachusetts.   
 
In his 15th year David Whitney (6th Great-Granduncle; 1716-1754) chose as his guard- 

Above: Gravestone of Jonas Whitney (5th 
Great-Granduncle; 1751-1842) in Strongs-
ville Cemetery, Strongsville, Ohio; 2011. 
The town was named for his son-in-law, 
John Strong, its foremost early settler.    
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ian, Abraham Gregory (his father Nathaniel Whitney, 7th Great-Grandfather, had died). 
He married Mehitable Parker on November 17, 1743, in Needham, Massachusetts. 

David was admitted to the church in Weston on May 16, 1736. “He resided nearly all 
of his life in Needham, but died in Natick, Massachusetts.” David and Mehitable had 
five children: Oliver, Mary, Ephraim, John and Mercy Whitney. All of their 
children were born in Natick except their oldest, Oliver, who was born in Needham.  
 
Samuel Whitney (6th Great-Grandfather; circa 1710-1788) was admitted to the church in 
Weston on May 31, 1741. His wife, Elizabeth Hastings Whitney (6th Great-Grand-
mother; 1716-1800), was admitted to the church in Weston on January 22, 1738, and 
April 13, 1741. Both moved to the church in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, in August 
1761. Samuel’s will was dated May 2, 1788, yeoman; and mentions his wife Elizabeth, 
and children Samuel, Nathaniel, Jonas, Eliphalet, Lucy, Lydia, Susanna, and Elizabeth 
Mixer and Sally Lyon. The administrator was Asaph Sherman. Samuel Whitney and 

Top left: Rebecca Martin (age 17) beside the monument of Eli Whitney, her cousin, located next 
to Yale University; March 2013. Above left: Broken gravestone of Mary Cutter Sanger (9th 
Great-Grandaunt; 1657-1711) in Woodstock Hill Cemetery (top right) in Woodstock, Con-
necticut. The inscription reads: “HERE LIES THE / BODY OF MARY / SANGER WIFE OF / 
NATHANIEL SANG- / ER AGED 54 DIED / NOVEMBER 19TH / 1711.” Above right: Grave-
stone of her husband, Nathaniel Sanger (1652-1734), in 2013.       
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Elizabeth Hastings Whitney of Watertown were married on April 8, 1735, in Water-
town by Rev. Wareham Williams.  

                                                                                                
Jonas Whitney (5th Great-Granduncle; 1751-1842) (his wife was Tamar Houghton, 5th 

Great-Grandaunt; 1754-1831) was “born in Shrews-
bury, Massachusetts, and, with his brothers, an 
early settler in Marlboro, Vermont. He was for 
many years a deacon in the Congregational Church. 
When the first town meeting was held in 1775 he 
was elected to office. The Deacon kept the tavern 
down the hill in Marlboro, where the good fathers 
used to go on Sunday during the intermission 
between the morning and afternoon service. Clubs 
of four would call for a ‘mug of toddy’ to moisten 
their bread and cheese. The Deacon mixed it, for 
who could make such excellent toddy as he? The 
large glass, holding a quart, two-thirds full of water, 
was well seasoned with loaf sugar, when it was 
filled up with ‘old Jamaica rum,’ and well mixed 

by an adept use of the ‘toddy stick,’ receiving its finishing touch with a sprinkling of  

This page: Well-preserved 
monuments of Jonathan 
Whitney (1659-1735; son 
of Jonathan Whitney, 9th 
Great-Granduncle) in South 
Burying Place, Concord, 
Massachusetts, and his wife, 
Sarah Hapgood Whitney 
(1672-1746; below), in Old 
Burying Ground, Town-
send, Massachusetts; 2013.    
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grated nutmeg. The four drank out of the same glass, ‘passing it around.’ If there was more than they 
needed they passed it to others, for they were prudent and temperate in all things. A ‘half mug’ 

served for two, and it was seldom that anyone drank alone. As a rule, each one paid his share, 
the business of treating not being popular in the church. This harmless social habit is scouted 
now, though drunkenness at that time was almost unknown. If a young man got so far under 
the influence of strong drink as to lose the proper control of his limbs or his tongue, it brought 
a stigma upon him in the community, from which he rarely recovered. Jonas’ wife was one of 
a family of eleven children, and was the first to die, age 77 years. The youngest of the eleven 
was present at her funeral—his age was 55; he died in Strongsville, Ohio. He resided at 
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, Marlboro, Vermont, and Strongsville, Ohio.”   
 
Eliphalet Whitney (5th Great-Grandfather; 1757-1832) was baptized on May 4, 1757, in Shrews-
bury, Massachusetts. Marriage intentions were published on June 16, 1776, in Lancaster, Mas-
sachusetts, for him “of Shrewsbury” and Lois Houghton (5th Great-Grandmother; 1756-1838) 
“of Lancaster.” They were married on August 12, 1776, in Shrewsbury. Eliphalet’s family was 
listed in the 1790 census in Shrewsbury; 1800 census in Hartland, Windsor County, Vermont; 
1810 census and 1820 census in Morristown, Vermont; and not listed in any 1830 census. 

Above: Monument of Lieutenant Amos Whitney (1705-1770), son of Jonathan Whitney (son 
of Jonathan Whitney, 9th Great-Granduncle) in Old Burying Ground, Townsend, Massachu-
setts. “…A Benefactor While He is dead / On Children Yet Unborn his Gifts descend.”  



The Whitney, Bemis, Cutter, Hagar, Reynolds, and Robinson Families  
 
 

87

Whitney Pedigree Charts and 
Family Group Sheets 

 

Pedigree Chart #1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pedigree Chart #2 
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Pedigree Chart #2 
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Pedigree Chart #3 
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Pedigree Chart #4 
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Eliphalet Whitney 
Fifth Great-Grandfather 
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Samuel Whitney 
Sixth Great-Grandfather 
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Nathaniel Whitney 
Seventh Great-Grandfather 
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Nathaniel Whitney 
Eighth Great-Grandfather 
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John Whitney 
Ninth Great-Grandfather 
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John Whitney 
Tenth Great-Grandfather 

 
 
 
 

John Bemis 
Tenth Great-Grandfather 

 

Richard Cutter 
Ninth Great-Grandfather 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Cutter 
Ninth Great-Grandfather, Second Family 
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John Bemis 
Tenth Great-Grandfather 
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Richard Cutter 
Ninth Great-Grandfather 
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Richard Cutter 
Ninth Great-Grandfather—Second Family 
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Samuel Cutter 
Tenth Great-Grandfather 
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William Hagar 
Ninth Great-Grandfather 
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Nathaniel Reynolds 
Eleventh Great-Grandfather 

 

William Robinson 
Eighth Great-Grandfather 

 

John Stalham 
Eleventh Great-Grandfather 

 
 
 

 

Robert Reynolds 
Tenth Great-Grandfather 
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Nathaniel Reynolds 
Eleventh Great-Grandfather 
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William Robinson 
Eighth Great-Grandfather 
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Whitney Name Index                                                                 
The Pedigree Charts and Family Group Sheets are not included  
 
A 
 
Abdy, Mathew, 67 
Abdy, Tabitha, 67 
Adams, Abel, 74 
Adams, Ira, 36 
Amsden, Isaac, 18 
Andrews, Anna, 80 
 
B 
 
Bacon, Daniel, 70-71 
Bacon, Mary, 70 
Ball, James, 35 
Beach, Martha, 75 
Bemis, John, 11-12, 66, 97-98 
Bemis, Joseph, 10, 12-13, 66 
Bemis, Mary, 11-13, 74, 77 
Bigelow, Daniel, 15, 78, 80 
Bigelow, Silence, 79 
Bigelow, Timothy, 79-80, 82 
Billing, Grace, 78 
Billing, Nathaniel, 78 
Bliss, Helen, 55 
Boardman, Almond, 57-58 
Boardman, Amanda, 58 
Boardman, Cyrene, 58 
Boardman, Ozias, 51, 54, 56, 58 
Boardman, Plooma, 58 
Bond, Henry, 61 
Bond, Sarah, 67 
Bond, William, 67 
Bowles, Patricia, 1 
Brooks, Hephzibah, 26 
Brooks, Jabez, 25-26 
Brown, Lyman, 37 
Brown, Miriam, 34 
Buckingham, Edwin, 60 
Buckminster, Mary, 72 
Buckminster, Thomas, 72 
 
C 

Campbell, John, 51, 62-64 
Chadwick, Abigail, 77 
Chadwick, Charles, 77 
Clement, Judith, 2 
Clifton, Frederick, 77 
Colden, Martha, 69 
Coolidge, Calvin, 10 
Corlet, Elijah, 27, 29 
Cullen, Orwin, 60 
Cumey, Taletha, 60 
Cutter, Abigail, 25 
Cutter, Barbara, 21, 27 
Cutter, Benjamin, 29 
Cutter, Bethia, 10, 23, 29 
Cutter, Bethiah, 10, 29 
Cutter, Cuthbert, 19 
Cutter, Elizabeth, 1, 17, 19-21,  
24-25, 27, 29-30, 62-63, 81-82 
Cutter, Ephraim, 10, 23, 23, 25, 29 
Cutter, Gershom, 19-20, 23-24, 62 
Cutter, Hephzibah, 20, 25-26, 28-29 
Cutter, Isabella, 27 
Cutter, Joanna, 27 
Cutter, John, 76 
Cutter, Jonathan, 25 
Cutter, Joyce, 27 
Cutter, Mary, 10, 20, 25, 84 
Cutter, Nathaniel, 20-21, 24-25 
Cutter, Rebecca, 20 
Cutter, Richard, 17-21, 24, 27,  
29-30, 62, 64, 76, 97, 99-100 
Cutter, Ruhamah, 20, 26-28 
Cutter, Samuel, 19, 27, 62, 101 
Cutter, Sarah, 20, 26 
Cutter, Thomas, 19 
Cutter, William, 18-22, 27, 29, 61 
 
D 
 
Daniels, George, 15 
Dewey, Eliphalet, 60 
Doves, John, 72 
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F 
 
Farnsworth, John, 72 
Fisk, Nathan, 70 
Fiske, John, 74 
Fletcher, Martha, 83 
Franklin, Benjamin, 4, 7 
French, Hannah, 78 
Fullam, Francis, 63 
 
G 
 
Goodell, Jemima, 57-58 
Goodell, Lydia, 83 
Greene, Katherine, 15 
Greene, Nathaniel, 14-15 
Gregory, Abraham, 83-84 
Gregory, Elizabeth, 62 
Gregory, Patience, 83 
 
H 
 
Hagar, Abigail, 11, 77 
Hagar, Hannah, 11 
Hagar, Mary Bemis, 11, 77 
Hagar, Mehitable, 11 
Hagar, Rebecca, 11 
Hagar, Rubannah, 11 
Hagar, Samuel, 10-11 
Hagar, Sarah, 9, 11, 77 
Hagar, Susannah, 11 
Hagar, William, 10-11, 102 
Hall, Elizabeth Cutter, 62, 81-82 
Hall, Nathaniel, 25, 81-82 
Hapgood, Sarah, 85 
Harrington, Anna, 76 
Harrington, Daniel, 31, 75-76 
Harrington, Grace, 76 
Harrington, Mary, 66 
Harrington, Phebe, 36, 66 
Harrington, Robert, 75-76 
Harrington, Sarah Whitney, 30, 75 
Harris, Elizabeth, 73 
Harris, Robert, 73 
Hartwell, Joseph, 26 
Haskins, Cynthia, 55 

Haskins, Lois, 55 
Haskins, Seth, 51, 54, 61 
Hastings, Elizabeth, 32-33, 45-46,  
84-85 
Heartwell, Ruhamah Cutter, 27-29 
Herington, Daniel, 30 
Herington, Sarah, 30 
Hodges, Maud, 4, 61 
Houghton, Deliverance Ross, 33, 46 
Houghton, Lois, 33, 51, 53, 86 
Houghton, Mary, 33, 48 
Houghton, Tamar, 33, 47, 49, 85 
Hurd, Aaron, 56 
 

J 
 
Jenson, Andrew, 41 
Johnson, Samuel, 77 
Jones, Lydia, 70-71 
 

K 
 
Kedell, Mary, 70 
Kettle, Mary, 3 
Kimball, Horace, 41 
Kimball, Newel, 37 
Kimball, Susanna, 38 
 

L 
 
Laboree, Anne, 77 
Laboree, James, 77 
Lawrence, Enoch, 5, 74 
Lawrence, Jeremiah, 74 
Livermore, Nathaniel, 75 
Locke, Berenice, 66 
Locke, James, 26 
Lyon, Sally, 84 
 

M 
 
Manning, Sarah, 17 
Mason, Robert, 67 
Mason, Sarah, 67 
Massey, Frances, 1 
Mixer, Elizabeth, 84 
Mower, Anna, 54, 57 
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N 
 
Newton, Ephraim, 33, 42, 52 
 
P 
 
Paige, Nicholas, 74 
Parker, Charles, 61 
Parker, Mehitable, 84 
Peirce, Martha, 77 
Perriman, Frances, 18, 20 
Philips, Charles, 43 
Phillips, Mary, 1 
Power, Mary, 72 
Pratt, Alvan, 37 
Pratt, Samuel, 37 
Pulleyne, Mary, 7 
 
R 
 
Reynolds, Edward, 8 
Reynolds, Grindall, 8 
Reynolds, John, 8, 69 
Reynolds, Mary, 7 
Reynolds, Nathaniel, 7, 67, 103-104 
Reynolds, Robert, 1, 4-7, 67-69, 103 
Reynolds, Ruth, 4, 7, 73 
Reynolds, Samuel, 8 
Reynolds, Sarah, 7 
Reynolds, Tibitha, 7 
Reynolds, William, 8 
Rice, Ephraim, 78 
Rice, Zervilla, 78 
Robbinson, Sarah, 14, 17 
Robinson, David, 17 
Robinson, Elizabeth, 17, 62-63 
Robinson, Hannah, 17 
Robinson, Jeremiah, 17 
Robinson, Jonathan, 17 
Robinson, Mary, 1 
Robinson, Mercy, 13, 17, 62-63 
Robinson, Robert, 17 
Robinson, Samuel, 14, 17, 63 
Robinson, Sarah, 14 
Robinson, William, 1, 16-17,  
62-63, 103, 105 

S 
 
Sanger, Mary Cutter, 67, 84 
Sanger, Nathaniel, 84 
Saywood, Jonathan, 73 
Shattuck, John, 5, 74 
Shattuck, Samuel, 74 
Shattuck, Susanna, 74 
Shaw, Abigail, 55 
Shaw, Benoni, 51, 54, 58, 60 
Shaw, Bradley, 55 
Shaw, Charles, 54 
Shaw, Chrispus, 58 
Shaw, Cyrene, 54 
Shaw, Ebenezer, 51, 53-55 
Shaw, Polly Whitney, 54 
Shaw, Relief, 54 
Shepard, Thomas, 27-28 
Sherman, Asaph, 47-48, 50, 59, 84 
Sherman, Lucy Whitney, 47 
Sherwin, Abigail, 54 
Sidney, Algernon, 38 
Smith, Elizabeth, 38 
Smith, Jessie, 1 
Smith, Joseph, 39-41 
Spray, Anne, 11-12 
Stalham, John, 103 
Stockwell, Perez, 43 
Stone, Simon, 72 
Strickland, John, 2 
Strong, John, 83 
 
T 
 
Tarbele, Thomas, 72 
Tarbell, Abigail, 72 
Tinker, Betsy, 60 
Tinker, Elizabeth, 1 
Tinker, Houghton, 60 
Tinker, Mary, 60 
Tinker, Ralph, 1, 50, 64-65 
Tinker, Relief Whitney, 50, 65 
 
W 
 
Ward, Jonathan, 80 
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Ware, Denise, 33, 49, 62 
Ware, Tom, 33 
Warner, John, 24 
Warren, Daniel, 76 
Warren, Joseph, 79 
Warren, Mary, 76 
Whitney, Abijah, 11 
Whitney, Amos, 13, 86 
Whitney, Anne, 78 
Whitney, Annis, 51, 53, 55, 61 
Whitney, Benjamin, 2, 4-5, 67,  
71-73, 77 
Whitney, Betsy H., 51, 60, 58 
Whitney, Caleb, 2 
Whitney, Charles, 60 
Whitney, Clark, 48 
Whitney, Daniel, 77 
Whitney, David, 13, 83 
Whitney, Dewey, 50 
Whitney, Ebenezer, 13, 15, 69, 83 
Whitney, Eli, 13, 15, 78, 84 
Whitney, Elinor, 70-72, 80 
Whitney, Eliphalet, 1, 32-33,  
35, 47, 51-56, 86, 91 
Whitney, Elisha, 83 
Whitney, Elizabeth, 4, 9, 13, 15,  
32, 40-41, 46, 72, 76, 78-79, 80, 84 
Whitney, Elnathan, 70 
Whitney, Grace, 9 
Whitney, Hannah, 4, 9, 16, 72, 78 
Whitney, Horace Kimball, 40-42 
Whitney, Huldah, 73 
Whitney, Israel, 15, 50 
Whitney, John, 1-2, 4-5, 11, 67,  
71-74, 77, 96-97 
Whitney, Jonas, 13, 32-34, 45, 47,  
49, 65, 83, 85 
Whitney, Jonathan, 2-3, 67,  
70-71, 85-86 
Whitney, Joseph, 4-5, 7 
Whitney, Joshua, 1-2, 4, 13,  
16, 67, 71-73, 83 
Whitney, Josiah, 16 
Whitney, Lois Houghton, 51, 53,  
55, 58, 62-63 
Whitney, Lucy, 32, 47-48, 50, 59 

Whitney, Lydia, 32, 51, 56-59 
Whitney, Martha, 32, 70 
Whitney, Mary, 2, 4, 74, 83 
Whitney, Mercy, 9, 84 
Whitney, Molly, 83 
Whitney, Moses, 3, 66 
Whitney, Nathaniel, 1-2, 4, 7, 9-10, 13, 
15, 32-33, 42-45, 49, 77-78, 84, 93, 95 
Whitney, Orson K., 40, 42 
Whitney, Phebe, 36, 38 
Whitney, Polly, 51, 53-55 
Whitney, Relief, 1, 50-51, 59-60,  
64-65 
Whitney, Richard, 2-3, 16, 67, 69, 70 
Whitney, Ruth Reynold, 4-5, 67, 73-74 
Whitney, Samuel, 1, 4, 9, 13,  
31-39, 41, 46, 66, 74, 77, 84, 92 
Whitney, Sarah, 4, 9, 13, 30-32,  
74-75, 77-78 
Whitney, Sibyla, 16 
Whitney, Solomon, 13, 83 
Whitney, Susanna, 13, 32, 82 
Whitney, Tamar, 16, 47 
Whitney, Thomas, 2-3, 67, 69-70 
Whitney, William, 8-11, 33, 51,  
55, 58, 71, 77, 80 
Whitting, Joshua, 72 
Williams, Anne, 30 
Williams, Elizabeth, 19, 30 
Williams, Mary, 30 
Williams, Robert, 30-31 
Williams, William, 33 
Wilson, Mehitable, 83 
Wilson, Nora, 62 
Woolsen, Thomas, 63 
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